
COMMUNION REFLECTION 
As we go out from the Church to continue the celebration of Christ’s birth,  

let us bring with us the realisation that the coming of Jesus made possible for 
mankind, a new experience of the presence of God. Let us live in that presence 

and share its blessings with one another. What can I, and we, do to put this 
exhortation into practice? 

The Catholic Church teaches 
that baptism, confirmation, and 
the Eucharist—the sacraments 
of Christian initiation—lay the 
foundations of the Christian life. 
The Christian life is based on 
baptism. It is "the gateway to life 
in the Spirit" and "signifies and 
actually brings about the birth of 
water and the Spirit". 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

Entrance Antiphon:  
 After the Lord was baptised, the heavens 
were opened, and the Spirit descended 
upon him like a dove,  
and the voice of the Father thundered:  
This is my beloved Son, in whom I  
am well pleased. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 12 
 
With joy you will draw water from  
the wells of salvation  
 
“Behold, God is my salvation; 
I will trust, and will not be afraid: 
For the Lord God is my strength and  
my song, and he has become my 
salvation.” With joy you will draw  
water from the wells of salvation.   (R) 
 
“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his 
name; make known his deeds among  
the nations, proclaim that his name is 
Exalted.”   (R) 

 
“Sing praises to the Lord,  
for he has done gloriously;  
let this be known in all the earth.  
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant  
of Zion, for great in your midst  
is the Holy One of Israel.”   (R) 
 
Second Reading:  John: 5.1-9 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia 
John saw Jesus coming towards him and 
said: Behold the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. 
Alleluia 
 
Gospel: Mark; 1:7-11 
 
Communion Antiphon:  
Behold the One of whom John said: I 
have seen and testified that this is the 
Son of God. 
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“We are, or will be, going 
through the most radical 

transformation the world has ever 
seen; people are justly terrified, 
excited, depressed, heartbroken 

and hopeful, all at once.” 

Heather Marsh 
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“Be open to adjustments. There’s 
nothing about this current 

moment in history that allows for 
stubbornness”  

 
Unknown 



Church Office: +27 (0)11 453 7716/7 
Church Cell/ Liz (Editor): +27 (0)82 444 4665 
Email:  admin@edenvalecatholicchurch.co.za 

Visit our new website: 
www.stthereseedenvale.org 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
Cycle B 

 
Mass Times 
 
Monday No Mass 
Tuesday 08h30 
Wednesday 08h30 
Thursday 17h30 
Friday 17h30 
Saturday 08h00 
Saturday 
(Sunday Obligation) 17h30 
Sunday 07h00 
Sunday 09h30 
Sunday 18h00 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

    Please contact church office. 
 
    Sacrament of Baptism: 
    Please contact church office. 

 
    Sacrament of Marriage: 
    Please contact church office. 

Monday 11th January 2021 

1st Week of Ordinary Time 

Tuesday 12th January 2021 

1st Week of Ordinary Time 

Wednesday 13th January 2021 

ST HILARY, Bishop & Doctor 

Thursday 14th January 2021  

1st Week of Ordinary Time 

Friday 15th January 2021 

1st Week of Ordinary Time 

Saturday 16th January 2021  

SATURDAY MASS OF OUR LADY 

Sunday 17th January 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers, the sick, and the special intentions of all our parishioners and 
the LITTLE EDEN COMMUNITY. Remember too those members of our community who have 
entered, or are about to enter, a religious vocation, in particular the priesthood. It would be a 
kindness to remember those suffering trauma around the world and all HIV/AIDS sufferers, those 
suffering from COVID-19 and an end to abortion. 
 
 

St. Thérèse Banking Details: 
 

NAME: Edenvale Catholic Church  
BANK: Standard Bank (Greenstone) 
ACCOUNT: Current Account No. 02-002-075-9 
SUBJECT: Your Name or “Collection”.  
Thank you for your kind donations, much appreciated. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflection. Baptism of the Lord    Fr Zweli OMI 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of the baptism of the Lord.  We read the baptism 
event from the perspective of the evangelist Mark; unlike Matthew and Luke who 
begin the story of Jesus with his history, and John who begins with a theological 
introduction.  Mark begins the story of Jesus with his public ministry, and this 
ministry begins with his baptism, this event being the turning point in his life which 
propels him into the ministry of the proclamation of the Kingdom message.  
 
The baptism of Jesus is a Trinitarian event. In the story we hear that Jesus coming 
from Galilee, from Nazareth, a small insignificant town, goes to the symbolic river 
Jordan. It was at this river that the Hebrew nation crossed into the Promised Land, 
and God worked his wonders in front of them. It was at the Jordan that Naaman 
was healed after he was sent there by the prophet Elisha. Now it will be at the 
same River Jordan that the fullness of God will be revealed. 
 
The baptism of John was one of repentance, it was a baptism for sinners. The early 
church was greatly confused and embarrassed by the fact that Jesus; the sinless 
Son of God had to be baptised, not just with any baptism; but with baptism of 
sinners. John himself is disturbed by Jesus coming to him and he tries to stop him. 
He has just proclaimed Jesus’s greatness and then here he comes to submit 
himself to him, and to receive baptism from him, to have his sins forgiven by God 
through the action of John; John will have none of it.  
 
Why was Jesus baptised? Surely he was without sin. Did he just happen to stumble 
upon a group of people and realised that it was John baptising and he said: ‘Oh 
well since I am here I might as well be baptised’. Did he get baptised because he 
wanted to make John happy, to validate his ministry? Mark does not give us a 
reason but when we read the story from Matthew’s account Jesus gives us the 
answer.  He says to John, who is trying to stop him, “Let it be so now; it is proper 
for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.” To fulfil all Righteousness.  
Righteousness belongs to God, righteousness is God.  
 
This statement gives us the indication that Jesus did not just stumble upon John’s 
baptism but rather he was pushed, or propelled by a force, which wanted him, 
which needed him to be there. He is baptised to fulfil ALL righteousness. The 
Afrikaans translation is more explicit by saying that Jesus says to John, this is the 
will of God for both him and John. So Jesus is baptised because he is sent by the 
Father, it is the Father’s will that he be baptised.  
 

N O   M A S S E S   I N 
C H U R C H   U N T I L 

F U R T H E R   N O T I C E 
 

Please join us virtually  
for mass via YouTube. 

mailto:admin@edenvalecatholicchurch.co.za


So then the Trinitarian activity begins with God the Father sending Jesus to be 
baptised. The Father sends and the Son puts into action. Before he begins his 
public ministry Jesus begins by being obedient to God, who sends him to identify 
with sinners through being baptised like them, in a baptism of repentance, even 
though he had no sin. This becomes the preparation for the crucifixion. Not only is 
the Son, who is fully God sent into the world to be a human being, but he is sent 
to identify with us in all aspects, even in sin, and the humility of asking for 
forgiveness.  
 
The baptism of Jesus is also his coronation, just as he was crowned at the 
crucifixion, so too at his baptism. When he ‘came out of the water’, an indication 
that John had submerged him, the Holy Spirit came upon him. The Trinitarian 
activity is fulfilled: God the Father sends, the Son puts into action and the Holy 
Spirits anoints. The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus and he is affirmed as the Son of 
God, as the beloved of the Father; he is crowned with the fullness of God’s glory. 
 

1. We too are called to full obedience like Jesus, to allow the will of God to 
take action in our lives.  

2. Like John we prepare the space for Jesus in our lives, and when he comes 
and calls us we do as he says, because he brings the fulfilment of God’s 
plans for us and in us.  

3. We are also crowned and anointed by the Holy Spirit: Through our baptism 
we share in the ministry of Jesus, we share in his death, we share in his 
resurrection: We are God’s beloved children. 

 
 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 

I believe that You are present in  

the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

Amen. 


