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Bishop: Speak
out on GBV
‘pandemic’

STAFF REPORTER

VIOLENCE against women and chil-
dren in South Africa is a “pandemic”
which the government has to do more

to fight, according to the Justice & Peace
Commission (J&P) of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference.
A statement signed by J&P chair Bishop

Victor Phalana said that while some recent
government measures—harsher punishments
for perpetrators, the introduction of sexual
offences courts, and the appointment of a
steering committee to formulate a strategic
plan—are encouraging, “we are of the view
that more can and should be done to deal
with this scourge”.    
Bishop Phalana called for a process of re-

thinking the approach to gender-based vio-
lence and femicide, drawing parallels from
the response to the Covid-19 pandemic that
witnessed the involvement of government
departments, the business sector, civil soci-
ety and ordinary citizens in their efforts to
flatten the infection curve. 
“If government departments, the busi-

ness sector and civil society could pull bil-
lions of financial resources together and,
along with ordinary citizens, comply with
stringent physical and social distancing
measures in the fight against Covid-19, we
are of the view that it is possible for a simi-
larly aggressive and holistic approach to be
used in the fight [against] gender-based vio-
lence and femicide,” Bishop Phalana said. 
“Our call for an aggressive and holistic

approach is guided by the fact that the gov-
ernment identified gender-based violence as
one of the most defining public health, so-
cial and human rights issues that confront
and affect the country today,” he said. 
“This call continues to invite everyone

from the government departments, business
sector, civil society, media and ordinary
South Africans to join forces and continue

to play their part as we have seen in the
fight against Covid-19,” the statement said.
The culture of “bystanderism”, Bishop

Phalana said, needs to be eradicated as gen-
der-based violence thrives in a climate of si-
lence. 
“We must all work with government to

ensure a safer society for women and chil-
dren. It is the responsibility of government
to eradicate the scourge through legislation,
tough police action and hefty court sen-
tences for perpetrators,” he said. 
J&P is calling on all churches to provide

care, to become educated about this issue
and preach a clear message that says: “God
says no to the violence inflicted by men on
women and children. God created our
whole being: heart, mind and body.”
“Those bodies that are being assaulted are

loved by Christ. These bodies remain pre-
cious. God grieves deeply when we inflict
gender-based violence on anyone,” Bishop
Phalana said.

Continued on page 3

A camera films Lindiwe Mashinini during the livestreamed Corpus Christi Mass in the
church of St John Bosco in Robertsham, Johannesburg, which was celebrated by 
Salesian Father Timothy Wrenn. (Photo: Sheldon Reddiar) 
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Shock as Covid-19 kills nuns
STAFF REPORTER

THE Southern African Church is in
shock after four Precious Blood Sisters
in Mthatha died in the space of a week

from complications related to Covid-19 in-
fection.
Sr Celine Nxopo died on June 8, Sr Maria

Corda Waldhoer on June 12, Sr Martha Ann
Dlamini on June 13, and Sr Beatrice Khofu
on June 14.
Sr Waldhoer last October wrote about her

vocation in The Southern Cross (Click Here).
The Austrian-born Sister had been in South
Africa for 51 years.
The Sisters lived at Glen Avent convent

in Mthatha. 
“It began with the infection of a Sister

who works as a nurse at St Mary’s Hospital
and who is presently regarded as the prime
source,” according to Precious Blood Sister
Nokwanda Bam.
After the Sister had tested positive on

June 2 and went into quarantine, the other
Sisters in her community were also tested.
“Presently, 17 have tested positive, 15 are

negative and three are still waiting for the re-
sults of the test,” Sr Bam said on Tuesday.
The infected Sisters are from all age

groups, she added.
All four of the Sisters who fell victim to

the pandemic last week were over the high-
risk age of 60.

Sr Nxopo was buried on Monday; the
other three are set to be buried on Saturday.
“With the increase in the numbers of

cases of people infected by COVID-19, these
are the first confirmed cases in our religious
communities in Southern Africa,” according
to Sr Nkhensani Shibambu CSA, president
of the Leadership Conference of Conse-
crated Life in South Africa.
The Southern African Catholic Bishops’

Conference in a statement offered its con-
dolences to the Precious Blood Sisters and
Bishop Sithembele Sipuka of Mthatha  “on
the sudden passing of four of your dedi-
cated Sisters in this very short period of
time”.
“Your Sisters have now gone below this

world’s horizon to rise in the dawn of God’s
presence. They have gone to join so many
generous souls of your religious family who
are with God,” said the SACBC statement,
which was signed by Archbishop William
Slattery OFM.
Bishop Sipuka was preparing a statement

for release by Wednesday (see The Southern
Cross’ website for an update).
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DiD you know that The Southern
Cross is entirely independent and
unsubsidised, surviving on rev-

enue from sales and advertising — and
the kind support of our readers?

The Southern Cross has survived for
nearly 100 years on strength of tight fi-
nancial management and the great sac-
rifices by its small, loyal staff.

But now the survival of our only na-
tional Catholic weekly is in great danger.
The closure of our churches in the na-
tional lockdown has robbed us of our
main source of income: sales at the
church door.

We have made the weekly edition
available for FREE on our website, going
online every Friday at 11:00. That way, all
Catholics will have access to the Catholic
weekly.  Subscribers get their edition on
Wednesdays, with premium content for
the duration of the lockdown.

We are asking those who take up our
offer of the free newspaper to make a
donation, or to subscribe. An encourag-
ing number of people have already
done so. 

We remain positive that by God’s
grace we can survive this crisis. But that
also requires YOUR help.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
• Subscribe and encourage people to

subscribe to The Southern Cross. Go to
digital.scross.co.za/subscribe (or click
HERE) or subscriptions@scross.co.za

• if you run a business, advertising
in The Southern Cross is a great way of
supporting us. it could turn out to be a
great commercial decision, as many ad-
vertisers have found. Contact Yolanda at
advertising@scross.co.za

• Support our Associates’ Campaign
which helps us build up reserves and
undertake important outreach work.
Go to digital.scross.co.za/associates-

campaign for details (or click HERE) 
• Make an EFT contribution into the

account: The Southern Cross, Standard
Bank, Thibault Square Branch (Code
020909), Acc No: 276876016. Please e-
mail or fax payment details and your
name and contact details to
admin@scross.co.za or 021 465-3850.

• Make a contribution via Snapscan,
using the QR code on this page–a safe
and easy way to help The Southern Cross.

We depend on YOU to keep our na-
tional Catholic weekly alive. Thank you
for your generous help!

May God bless you and us all! 

How can you help The Southern Cross

Snap here to help us!

Justice & Peace chair Bishop Victor 
Phalana has called for action against 
the “pandemic” of gender-based violence.
(Photo: Günther Simmermacher)

www.digital.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
www.digital.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
www.digital.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
www.scross.co.za
www.scross.co.za
www.scross.co.za
www.scross.co.za
https://www.scross.co.za/2019/10/sent-to-south-africa-by-the-voice/
www.scross.co.za


BY ERIN CARELSE

FOR Grade 7 learners at St
Teresa’s Senior Primary in Rose-
bank, Johannesburg, back-to-

school means working to a
“blended timetable”.

The blended timetable sees them
attending school on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 08:00-13:00 and
continuing with online learning on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Fridays are
a “home-day” for consolidation and
online learning so that the school
can undergo deep cleaning and in-
tensive sanitising once a week.

When the school reopened, staff
and security were greeted with a sur-
prise banner with messages of grati-
tude, love and support from the girls.

Thanks to instructions from
their parents and a video prepared
by the school, the girls were all
comfortable with the new safety
protocols and procedures to get to
their classrooms.

Angelica Ghillino was excited and
happy to see everyone again. “It does
feel a bit strange because we have to
go through this whole process of
sanitising, but at least we got to come

back to school, so I’m quite happy
about that,” she said.

Warona Mahlaba noted that the
new realities took some getting
used to. “It’s not great that we can’t

hug our friends. It is something we
have to get used to, but I’m feeling
pretty good about it,” Warona said.

In their classrooms, each girl is al-
located her own “office space” meas-
uring 1,5m2, with a desk and chair.

To avoid having any paper or
books that can get contaminated at
school, they bring their own elec-

tronic device which they had been
using at home for online learning.

At break time, each girl is as-
signed 2x2m block on the tennis
courts to have their lunch, stretch
and get fresh air. After break, they
undergo the sanitising procedure
and have their temperature taken
again before returning to class.
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HELP US SECURE
A FUTURE FOR

CATHOLIC MEDIA

YOUR GIFT OF ANY AMOUNT HELPS

Direct Payments/EFT
Banking Details:
Name: The Catholic Newspa-
per & Publishing Co Ltd
Bank: Standard Bank,
Thibault Square branch code
02 09 09
Account No: 07 153 43 42
Proof of payment can be
emailed to admin@scross.
co.za or faxed to 021 465

3850 – please let us know if
you have donated!
*Cash payments to be made
at ATM’s only due to huge 
deposit fees.
Snapscan
Scan to snap, or if you’re on
your phone click the link
https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/19K
6EebY

           

Back to desks with ‘blended timetable’ for students

Catholic educators on why schools had to reopen
BY ERIN CARELSE

THE reopening of schools has
been met with mixed reac-
tions, as many fear it will

spark a massive spike in infec-
tions—but according to the deputy-
director of the Catholic Institute of
Education (CIE), schools needed to
open, particularly for matrics.

Schools across South Africa re-
opened for Grades 7 and 12 earlier
this month.

“Grade 12 not reopening would
mean the loss of one year of their
ability to progress in life,” said the
CIE’s Anne Baker.

“The system could not possibly
accommodate the doubling of
Grade 12s in 2021. As it is, the June
supplementary Grade 12 exams
were cancelled, which means that
over 1 million young people will sit
for Grade 12 at the end of the year,”
she said.

Ms Baker also pointed out that
not all schools were able to teach
online, as better-resourced schools
have, leaving a big education gap.

During her announcement on
the phased-in reopening of schools,
basic education minister Angie
Motshekga indicated that the
schools’ feeding programme would

resume. This, according to Ms
Baker, is another reason for the im-
portance of schools reopening.

“School feeding schemes play a
vital role in ensuring that many
children in disadvantaged commu-
nities are fed and receive the ade-
quate nutrition to keep them alive
and healthy,” she said.

“Thousands of children are fed
daily through the National School
Feeding Scheme, and these children
have been without adequate food
since schools closed in March. This
will have serious health effects,” Ms
Baker explained.

There is also the risk of children

not returning to school.
“International research has also

shown that the longer a child is out
of school, the lower the chance that
the child will return,” she said.

Despite the mammoth task of
preparing for the reopening, reports
from schools have been positive.

“There does appear to be some
fear by teachers, learners and espe-
cially parents. The percentage re-
turn among lower grades is less
than Grade 12s, and this could be
due to parental concerns. But gen-
erally, there have been positive re-
ports from the schools although the
landscape of schools is foreign due

to the masks and physical distanc-
ing,” Ms Baker said.

Of deep concern, however, is the
wellbeing of older teachers, espe-
cially those with comorbidities, and
of children with comorbidities.

There have been a large number
of reported cases of staff and pupils
testing positive for the coronavirus,
but Ms Baker noted that scientists are
clear that children, while they may
become infected with Covid-19, ap-
pear to be the least affected by it.

“We can expect that there will be
cases in the schools, and the
schools will have to deal with these
if and when they occur,” she said.

STAFF REPORTER

THE bishop of Gaborone has
condemned police and gender
violence in both Africa and

the United States.
Bishop Frank Nubuasah made

news last week with an emotional
farewell letter to George Floyd, the
man killed by police in the US in late
May. In an IMBISA website article,
the bishop recalled “a virtual conver-
sation with a youth” who asked him
why he had written that letter.

“Explaining to him the signifi-
cance of the words ‘I can’t breathe’
led us into other issues of life,”
Bishop Nubuasah wrote.

“At creation God breathed life
into us and when of our human vo-
lition we failed to breathe in the
lifegiving gifts of grace, we started
to choke,” the bishop wrote.

“Prophets spoke on behalf of
God that he would send his spirit to
renew us. That was not enough.
The Son of God became incarnate
to assume our nature to teach us
how to breathe in and out again. 

“You breathe in love and exhale
the toxicity of hatred. We humans
did not like that and those who rep-
resented us—the Chief Priests and
Pontius Pilate—choked him to
death by hanging him on the cross
(John 19).” 

On the cross, the bishop noted,
Jesus said he couldn’t breathe and
died. “That was no victory for those
who wanted him dead. He rose
again, and the first thing he did to
the disciples was to breathe on
them the new breath. Receive the
Holy Spirit. It is a breath of peace,
love and life. It was his own Spirit
that was given to us humans to
breathe and live in praise of the cre-
ator,” Bishop Nubuasah wrote. 

“If one person cannot breathe,

we all can’t breathe. Denying one of
the privilege of breathing is deny-
ing him life—it is killing.”

The bishop noted that the youth
reminded him that police brutality
is widespread in Africa, too.

Bishop Nubuasah said he doesn’t
know why “the police in Africa are
brutalising and killing people…and
I am concerned that those who em-
ploy them are silent”.

He said the “police in Kenya are
running amok”, giving the example
of a young man who died in police
custody and was buried without his
parents. “The mother did not see
the body, was prevented from the
burial, only one brother was al-
lowed to attend. Why? What on
earth is overcoming the so-called
‘peace officers’?” Bishop Nubuasah
asked.

“Civil society has to stand up to
those who do extrajudicial killing
in the name of law and order,” he
said, adding that those who cover
up these crimes are complicit.”

The bishop also noted that sex-
ual violence is a problem in Africa.
As an example he referred to Nige-
ria, where Unicef statistics say that
one in four girls has experienced
some sort of sexual violence. 

“Women and girls are raped daily
and the police do nothing to the
complaints. Maybe some of them are
guilty of similar offences,” he wrote. 

“Police brutality has been in the
news recently. Now the women are
standing up for themselves, saying,
‘Enough is enough,’” Bishop
Nubuasah said.

“I stand with them. I invite you
too, to join us make our voices heard
in favour of our women and girls.
Even with [our] facial masks on, they
will hear our voices.”
n CLICK HERE to read the full
article.

Grade 7s (left) newly returned to school at St Teresa’s Senior Primary in Rosebank, Johannesburg, have personal classroom areas marked out for
them. The surprise banner with messages from the Grade 7 students (right) greeted staff and security on their return to school.

Gaborone bishop: No to
police and gender violence

https://imbisa.africa/en/articles/1cY3VFxBqoaXujaJlmDU/view
https://www.scross.co.za/2020/06/sacbc-bishops-letter-to-friend-george-floyd/
https://www.scross.co.za/2020/06/sacbc-bishops-letter-to-friend-george-floyd/
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Pregnant? Need Help?
WE CARE

www.birthright.co.za

We welcome prayers,
volunteers and donations.REGISTER TODAY TO BE AN ORGAN DONOR 

www.odf.org.za Toll Free 0800 22 66 11

SAVE SEVEN LIVES
One person can potentially save
seven lives by donating one heart,
one liver, one pancreas, two lungs
and two kidneys.
TELL YOUR FAMILY TODAY
Inform your family of your wish to
be an organ donor because the
next of kin must give doctors 
consent for organ donation.

THE federation of bishops’ con-
ferences of southern Africa,
IMBISA, has launched its com-

pletely redesigned and rebranded
website.
The website at www.imbisa.africa

/en is intended to connect the re-
gion’s Church across vast distances. 
IMBISA represents Catholic bish-

ops from South Africa, Botswana,
Eswatini, Angola, Lesotho, Mozam-
bique, Namibia, São Tomé and
Príncipe, and Zimbabwe. 
“For over 40 years, the organi-

sation has remained true to its

founding objectives: to enable
bishops to discuss matters of com-
mon interest and to update each
other with regard to developments
in their respective countries,” a
statement issued from IMBISA’s
headquarters in Harare said.
“The website has a clean unclut-

tered design, improved functional-
ity, and enhanced rich content
focused on connecting bishops
with the laity through sharing of
Catholic stories,” the statement
said.
“It is a shared space where im-

portant conversations can be
heard, involving a diverse cross-
section of voices,” it said.
The website will also offer in-

formation on safeguarding chil-
dren, protection of vulnerable
persons, elections, family life,
good governance, the environ-
ment, education, health, Covid-
19, Justice & Peace and other
“areas that affect people’s lives”.
A direct e-mail service is also of-

fered, and can be subscribed to on
the website. CLICK HERE to go to
the website.

IMBISA relaunches website for region

Archbishop: ‘We missed
you all at Corpus Christi’

Bishop on Youth Day: ‘Don’t give up now’
BY ERIN CARELSE

TO mark National Youth Day,
Bishop Victor Phalana of
Klerksdorp encouraged the

young to believe that they can
bring about the change they want
in their life and in society.
“Forty-four years ago, thousands

of ordinary young men and women
just like you did something extraor-
dinary: they put the country ahead
of themselves by taking to the
streets to protest the injustices they
were facing,” Bishop Phalana wrote
in his letter to South Africa’s youth.
“They did so despite being met

by heavily armed police, racist slurs,
roaring police armoured vehicles
called Casspirs, teargas assaults and
live ammunition that killed 174
and injured 4 000 of them.”
While it took decades to materi-

alise, the sacrifices of these ordinary
young men and women on June 16,

and the weeks that followed, were
not in vain and helped pave the
road to change, shifting the coun-
try’s narrative and destiny.
The bishop noted that Jesus said,

“There is no greater love than to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn
15:13). “May this be your ideal when
facing the profound challenges you
are dealing with daily, of which I
know there are more than I can pos-
sibly identify,” the bishop said.
Bishop Phalana noted that 30%

of 16- to 24-year-olds and 46% of
25- to 34-year-olds in the country
are not working, nor in any form
of education and training. He en-
couraged them to not give up now.
“Pray for light and make your

discernment about opportunities
and options. Consult your mentors,
spiritual counsellors and life
coaches to get more assistance. You
can move from being a job-seeker to
being a job-creator,” he said.

The bishop also pointed out that
coordinated multi-stakeholder in-
terventions by government are
needed to empower young people
through skills training options that
would equip them to enter the
labour market, whether this means
bridging numeracy and literacy
gaps or equipping them with
higher-level technical skills.
“Try, if you can, to acquire the

necessary skills you need, to be em-
ployable,” he urged.

Addressing students, both in high
school and tertiary institutions

in the time of pandemic, Bishop
Phalana said: “I know that most of
you are disillusioned. Covid-19
came unexpectedly and derailed
your plans and interrupted your
studies. This is not a time to give in
to depression and discouragement.
“The youth of 1976 went through

a similar experience. Their studies

were interrupted, schools and uni-
versities were closed and many had
to jump our borders and go into
exile. Those who stayed behind
never gave up. They resumed their
studies and are leaders today. You
will catch up. Remain focused. This
is a temporary setback,” he said.
The bishop called on the youth

to be ambassadors of change in
fighting gender-based violence.
“Educate your peers about this

scourge. Appeal to their consciences
to see the evil of violence and the
devastating affect it has on families
and on the society at large,” he said.
Bishop Phalana recalled that dur-

ing the struggle against apartheid,
youths formed groups of “Com-
rades”. “They conscientised other
youths about the evils of apartheid.
They mobilised communities
through projects like consumer
boycotts, ‘Black Christmas’, and
marches against police brutality and

the State of Emergency.”
Now young people must “mo-

bilise other young people to fight
the scourge of gender-based vio-
lence, and tell yourself that you will
always respect the rights of others
and the dignity of human life.
Speak and act for the rights of
women,” the bishop said.
The youth must also conscien-

tise peers on Covid-19, he said.
“We must fight ignorance. Give

hope to those who are afraid, those
who have lost loved ones, and
those who are infected. Once you
are infected, it is not the end. You
can get well again, and many have
recovered from it. Pray and trust in
God during these difficult times,”
Bishop Phalana said.
“What you can do is ensure that

you do not get infected and that you
do not infect anyone. Wash your
hands, sanitise, put on your mask
and keep social distancing,” he said.

BY ERIN CARELSE

ON the occasion of the feast of
Corpus Christi, the feast of the
Mass, the bishops of Southern

Africa said they felt deeply their in-
ability to share the Eucharist with the
faithful.
A statement issued by Southern

African Catholic Bishops’ Conference
spokesman Archbishop William Slat-
tery, retired of Pretoria, notes that the
bishops know that Catholics also
miss the celebration of this beautiful
feast, as they remain largely isolated.
“What memories arise in us as we

remember the happy time of days
gone by when we went in procession
on this day, when we decorated our
churches and altars, attended Bene-
diction, knelt in adoration and often
made our First Holy Communion,”
the archbishop said.
“This year, out of charity for the

health of our neighbours, we remain
alone and distant from the holy
sacrament.”
He noted the words of the Lord that

are echoed in the Eucharistic consecra-
tion, “Do this in memory of me”, can
also be translated as: “When you do
this you bring me back.”
“In his death and Resurrection,

Jesus lives out the unique event of
history which does not pass away.
All other historical events happen
once and are then swallowed up in
the past. The event of the Cross and
Resurrection abides and is always im-
mediately present,” Archbishop Slat-
tery said, referring the Catechism of
the Catholic Church.
He noted that at Mass we are

brought to the saving Lord himself.
This is in Jesus’ words in the feast’s

Gospel reading: “My flesh is real food
and my blood is real drink. He who
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life and I will raise him up on
the last day.”
“He is immediately present to us.

We are not alone,” the archbishop
noted.

Archbishop Slattery said that the
bishops miss the experience of com-
munity especially on such a feast, for
as St Paul says in the second reading:
“The fact that there is one loaf means
that though there are many of us, we
form a single body because we all
have a share in this one loaf.”
“The fact of being alone accentu-

ates our feeling of loneliness,” the
archbishop said.
“But Jesus can find us anywhere. He

gave bread to the crowds who listened
to him preaching. He fed the leper
who knelt before him with the bread
of healing. He offered the bread of
human kindness to the lonely woman
at the well. To sinners, he offered the
bread of forgiveness. To the widow of
Nain, he offered the bread of compan-
ionship. To the thief on the cross, he
gave the bread of reconciliation and
eternal life.”
Archbishop Slattery also stressed

that this distance from the Eucharist
should alert us to the deep meaning
and challenge of approaching the
altar. 
“Though the Eucharist is a mo-

ment of adoration, it is especially a
commitment to action. The dream of
the Lord in surrendering himself is
that we love one another by reaching
out to those who suffer, the poor, the
homeless, the lonely, the sick, the re-
jected and the victims of Covid-19,”
he said.
“Many in South Africa are isolated

in this pandemic and feel hopeless
and insecure. By the reception of the
Eucharist, we must embrace those
who are struggling, who live on the
edge, who feel unwanted,” Arch-
bishop Slattery said.  
“If we learn from the Lord in the

Eucharist to care and share, then oth-
ers will live and the Lord’s dream for
our world will become a reality. If we
become that which we receive, then
when we later come to Mass together,
he will fill us with a new and wonder-
ful joy,” the archbishop said.

Archbishop Emeritus William Slattery, speaking for the bishops’ conference,
assured Catholics they were with the faithful in spirit. The archbishop, a
Franciscan, is seen here blessing food parcels before their distribution to the
poor of the LNJ settlement in Pretoria archdiocese.

Continued from page 1
Bishop Phalana also called for be-
haviour modification in society.  
“We will continue to work for

the prevention and restoration of
the social fabric which includes
pushing for change in toxic mas-
culinities and social norms that
drive gender-based violence perpe-
tration,” he said.
“We believe that recovery from

being violent is possible. Change is
possible,” the bishop said.

“The Church must hold us ac-
countable for what we do,” Bishop
Phalana said. “Our work must be
to educate and to prevent gender-
based violence. We as Church have
contributed to this scourge
through our denial, our silence,
our resistance and our lack of
preparation. Forgive us,” he said.
The bishop added that the

Church must also work towards
the healing of the victims, and-
hailed activists and many other

people of goodwill across the
country who continue to fight the
pandemic of violence and are as-
sisting survivors to seek justice.
Bishop Phalana recalled the

words of Pope Francis in his New
Year address for 2020:  “Women are
sources of life. Yet they are continu-
ally offended, beaten, raped, forced
into prostitution and forced to sup-
press the lives they carry in their
wombs. All violence inflicted on
women is a desecration of God.”

‘We must end violence against women’

www.imbisa.africa/en
www.odf.org.za
www.birthright.co.za
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Polish nuns are seen rapping in a screen grab from a YouTube video 
during the “Hot16Challenge”. Polish rap artists launched the challenge to
raise funds for medical staff tackling Covid-19. 

BY JONATHAN LUXMOORE 

AT Krakow’s stately Divine
Mercy centre, the contempla-
tive atmosphere suddenly

evaporates as nuns in black habits
come dancing along the corridor.

“Yo yo/Rapping ain’t hard to
do/It’s enough to say ‘Jesus,/I trust
you!/And right now we don’t want
masks/We just want merciful
grace!”

When Polish rap artists
launched “Hot16Challenge” in late
April to raise funds for medical staff
tackling the coronavirus, they did
not expect their country’s religious
Sisters would get in on the act.

Within a month, however, as
would-be rap stars exchanged nom-
inations, convents nationwide had
posted videos on YouTube, along-
side Catholic priests and seminari-
ans and even some Polish bishops.

“When it comes to music, we
don’t always keep up with the latest
stuff, but we’re ready to try new
things when the call comes,” ex-
plained Sr Emanuela Gemza of the
Mother of Divine Mercy Order.

“I immediately realised this was
a great chance to evangelise—to
show in an untypical way how God
cares for us. I think the Holy Spirit
guided us in putting the words and
melody together.”

Elsewhere, behind the seemingly

austere facade of the Order of Pres-
entation Sisters, a trio of bopping
nuns instruct listeners to “learn
their Calvary rhymes”.

Sr Wanda Putyra said she and
her Sisters were egged on by stu-
dents at the school where they
teach. They got some coaching in
rap techniques, but did not find it
as easy as Divine Mercy Sisters.

“As a church organist, specialis-
ing in Bach, I don’t usually do this
type of music—and we were wor-
ried about getting the rhythm
right,” Sr Wanda said. “Having as-
sumed rap was pretty simple, I
quickly discovered it’s actually re-
ally difficult. It truly is an art form,
and we all now respect the artists
who do it!”

Those nominated for the
“Hot16Challenge” are given three
days to compose a 16-line rap, be-
fore passing the baton to others.

Within two hours of its launch,
the initiative had exceeded its tar-
get of 16 000 zlotys (R70 000), and
within a week, it had surpassed a
million zlotys.

The rap project has now grossed
over 4 million zlotys (R17,4 mil-
lion) and has drawn in President
Andrzej Duda and top government
officials, and favourably received by
international stars from Ed Sheeran
to Snoop Dogg.—CNS

Rome offers priests free Covid-19 antibody tests

CARLO Acutis, an Italian
teenager and computer pro-
grammer who died in 2006,

will be beatified on October 10 in
Assisi, Italy. 

“The joy we have long awaited fi-
nally has a date,” Archbishop
Domenico Sorrentino of Assisi said
in a statement.

The beatification will take place
in Assisi at the basilica of St Francis.
It will be chaired by Cardinal Angelo
Becciu, who is prefect for the Con-
gregation for the Causes of Saints. 

Venerable Carlo is currently
buried in Assisi’s church of St Mary
Major.

Carlo, who died of leukaemia at
the age of 15, offered his suffering
for the pope and for the Church. He
was born in London on May 3,
1991, to Italian parents who soon re-
turned to Milan. He was a pious

child, attending daily Mass, fre-
quently praying the rosary, and
making weekly confessions.

The date for the beatification was
announced the same week as the
feast of Corpus Christi. Carlo had a
great devotion to the Eucharist and
Eucharistic miracles. 

Archbishop Sorrentino said:

“Young Carlo distinguished himself
with his love for the Eucharist,
which defined his highway to
heaven.” 

The miracle that paved the way
for Carlo’s beatification involved the
healing of a Brazilian child suffering
from a rare congenital anatomic
anomaly of the pancreas in 2013. 

Carlo was exceptionally gifted
with computers. In Christus vivit, the
apostolic exhortation published
after the 2018 Synod of Bishops on
young people, Pope Francis offered
Carlo as a model of holiness in a dig-
ital age.

“In these recent months of soli-
tude and distancing, we have been
experiencing the most positive as-
pect of the internet—a communica-
tion technology for which Carlo had
a special talent,” Archbishop Sor-
rentino said.—CNA

BY FREDRICK NZWILI 

AS the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo battles the
Covid-19 pandemic, a

new Ebola outbreak has resur-
faced in the north-west, just as
authorities were prepared to
declare the end of Ebola in
three eastern provinces.

The cases were confirmed in
Mbandaka, a port city on
Congo River on May 31. By
June 8, there were 12 cases,
nine of which had been con-
firmed and three considered
probable. Eight people have
since died, including a 15-year-
old girl, in the region where
another outbreak ended about
two years ago.

The DRC “is currently facing
a Covid-19 epidemic affecting
11 provinces, working hard to
end one long-burning Ebola
epidemic affecting three

provinces, and confronting a
new Ebola epidemic affecting
one province”, said Ghislain
Mukuna, the integrated health
programme manager of the
Catholic Relief Services in the
country. “It is also acting to
end a measles epidemic affect-
ing all 26 provinces and a
cholera epidemic affecting ten
provinces.”

He said in the east and in
north-west DRC, the existing
coordination structures and re-
sponse teams fighting Ebola
were also the same leading the
fight against Covid-19.

“The number of outbreaks
and health emergencies faced
by these structures poses a
great challenge,” said Ms
Mukuna.

Ebola is named after a river
in the DRC, where it was dis-
covered in 1976. Key symp-

toms include fever, bleeding,
weakness and abdominal pain.
It is transmitted through con-
tact with sick or dead people or
animals.

The virus has killed nearly
2 300 people out of more than
3 400 infections since August
2018, when the latest outbreak
began. The outbreak is consid-
ered the largest in the country
and the second-largest in the
world after the 2014-16 out-
break in West Africa.

“I don’t think the new out-
break in Mbandaka will
spread,” said Fr Arsène Masum-
buko, who works for Caritas in
North Kivu.

“Teams have been swift in
responding. The people are also
well-educated to prevent and
care for themselves against
Ebola. The Church has been
part of the process.”—CNS

Venerable Carlo Acutis, who will
be beatified on October 10.
(Photo: carloacutis.com)

ANEnglish cardinal and the An-
glican archbishop of Canter-
bury have expressed their joint

opposition to the potential annexa-
tion of West Bank territory by Israel.

A statement released by the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales and the office of
the Archbishop of Canterbury said
that Cardinal Vincent Nichols and
Archbishop Justin Welby had written
letters objecting “to any move by the
Government of Israel to annex West
Bank territory” after July 1.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said that he intends to
annex all West Bank settlements by
July 1, the earliest date allowed
under a deal agreed by the country’s
new ruling coalition,  in violation of
international law. 

According to the Times of Israel,
this would mean that the govern-
ment would extend Israeli sover-
eignty to around 3% of West Bank
territory, comprising 132 settlements
that are home to an estimated
450000 Israelis. 

Cardinal Nichols and Archbishop
Welby addressed the letters to

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris John-
son and Israel’s ambassador to the
UK, Mark Regev. 

The two leaders emphasised that
they “unambiguously support the
fundamental right of Israel’s citizens
to live in peace and safety, but these
prospects can only be secured
through negotiation rather than an-
nexation”.

They argued it was essential “that
both Israelis and Palestinians may
live without violence or the threat of
violence from each other or other
armed groups”.

The intervention by Cardinal
Nichols, the president of the English
and Welsh bishops’ conference, and
Archbishop Welby, the leader of the
worldwide Anglican Communion,
follows last month’s letter from
Catholic bishops, Orthodox patri-
archs, and Protestant leaders in the
Holy Land. The letter said that the Is-
raeli government’s annexation plans
“would bring about the loss of any
remaining hope for the success of
the peace process”.

Also in May, the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation’s chief negotiator

expressed concern about the poten-
tial annexation in a phone call to the
Vatican Secretary for Relations with
States.

Saeb Erekat, the PLO leader who
negotiated the Oslo Accords, phoned
Archbishop Paul Gallagher to say
that “the possibility of Israel apply-
ing its sovereignty unilaterally” in
the Palestinian territories would be
“further jeopardising” to the peace
process.

In a statement following the call,
the Holy See reaffirmed its support
for a two-state solution for Israel and
Palestine, and respect for the borders
internationally recognised before
1967.

“The Holy See is following the sit-
uation closely, and expresses concern
about any future actions that could
further compromise dialogue,” the
Vatican stated. 

The Holy See expressed hope that
Israelis and Palestinians will be able
to directly negotiate an agreement
that will lead to peace—“so that
peace may finally reign in the Holy
Land, so beloved by Jews and Chris-
tians and Muslims”.—CNA

AS Italy moves into a new
phase of its lockdown re-
opening, the diocese of

Rome has announced that it will
offer free Covid-19 antibody test-
ing for all priests ministering
amid the pandemic.

The serology tests for priests
will be made possible by a part-
nership between the diocese and
Rome’s Lazzaro Spallanzani Na-
tional Institute for Infectious Dis-
eases, the first research centre in
Europe to isolate the DNA se-

quence of Covid-19.
Testing for antibodies after

one has been infected and recov-
ered from Covid-19 could indi-
cate immunity from the
coronavirus. 

However, the World Health
Organisation has advised that
there is a lack of evidence to in-
dicate whether the presence of
antibodies is enough to prevent
reinfection. 

A further benefit of Covid-19
antibody testing is eligibility to

donate plasma that could be used
to aid Covid-19 patients being
treated in intensive care units.

At least 171300 people in Italy
have recovered from the coron-
avirus, according to the country’s
health ministry. 

To help parishes meet these
health measures, the diocese of
Rome is also offering free pack-
ages of 300 gloves for every
parish and rectory throughout
the city—CNA
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Diocese slams racist
attack on archbishop

Ex-judge: Remove ‘killer’ bishop

Trinidad archbishop
takes low view of dagga

‘Swiss Guards receive training in security and faith’

admin@schreuderattorneys.co.za 

ARETIRED Catholic high court
judge has sent a legal notice to
Church authorities seeking the

removal of a bishop, accusing him of
crimes such as murder, corruption
and moral turpitude, among others.

Ucanews.com reported that former
Justice Michael Saldanha alleged that
Bishop Kannikadass William Antony
of Mysore, India, was responsible for
the deaths of four priests, two of
whom were suspected to have been
murdered.

The legal notice, a copy of which
was released to media, was sent to
Cardinal Oswald Gracias, president
of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of India, and Archbishop Peter

Machado of Bangalore. 
Bishop Antony has been facing

accusations of sexual misconduct
and financial misappropriation from
his own priests. He has denied the al-
legations as “absolutely baseless” and
“an attempt to tarnish my image”.

The 55-year-old bishop said that
the allegations are the handiwork of
a group of priests who oppose his ad-
ministrative reforms in the diocese.

The notice asked the bishop to re-
sign or face legal action. It also erro-
neously appealed to Cardinal Gracias
to remove Bishop Antony from his
office. 

The power to appoint, transfer or
remove a bishop of the Latin rite is

vested with the Vatican; cardinals or
bishops’ conferences have no au-
thority to do that.

Justice Saldanha said he had 17
written complaints with substantiat-
ing evidence that had been given to
Church authorities, but no action
had been taken against the bishop.

The notice also accused the
bishop of “fathering at least six ille-
gitimate children” and spending mil-
lions on mistresses, among other
charges.

Fr Lesli Moras, the diocesan pub-
lic relations officer, said the allega-
tions were “absolutely absurd” and
the diocese would respond legally if
it had to.—CNS

BY CAROL GLATZ 

TASKED with protecting the pope
even at the cost of their own lives,
members of the Swiss Guard are not

just highly trained specialists in security
and ceremonial detail, they also receive ex-
tensive spiritual formation, the guard’s
chaplain said.

New recruits, who must have already
completed basic training in the Swiss army,
must also strengthen their understanding
of the Gospel and its values, said the chap-
lain, Fr Thomas Widmer.

In an interview with the Vatican news-
paper, L’Osservatore Romano,  Fr Widmer
spoke about the kind of training new
guardsmen receive starting each summer.

“It is important the recruits can start
their service well-prepared,” he said.

New recruits, who are normally sworn
in on May 6 during a special ceremony—
postponed to October 4 this year because
of the Covid-19 pandemic—are currently
attending summer school at the Vatican,
he said.

In the northern autumn, they will go to
a military camp in Switzerland, where they
will receive more specialised training in
tactics and security as part of their job in
protecting the pope, he said.

“But it is fundamental that such a task
takes root and deepens in their heart,” Fr

Widmer said.
This is why faith formation is so impor-

tant. “They are first of all men who are
loved and wanted by God with a mission
that is to be discovered ever more deeply,”
the priest said.

“My goal as a chaplain is to always pro-
mote their personal experience with
Jesus—to encounter and follow him as a
role model of serving and giving, in fact,
he gives a new quality to their life.” 

The spiritual formation he seeks to offer
is to strengthen “the foundations of our
faith and Christian life”, Fr Widmer said.

Asked about how the guard, made up of
135 soldiers, has operated during the pan-
demic, Fr Widmer said the only change
has been the requirement for guards man-
ning all the entrances into Vatican City
State to wear facemasks and to do a tem-
perature check on everyone who enters the
Apostolic Palace.—CNS

Members of the Swiss Guard are not just highly trained specialists in security and
ceremonial detail, they also receive extensive spiritual formation, the guard’s 
chaplain says. (Photo: Paul Haring/CNS) 

Chinese bishop installed in state ceremony
AN 83-year-old Chinese bishop

was installed in a state-sanc-
tioned church ceremony on

June 9, the third bishop to be recog-
nised by the communist regime
since the Vatican and China signed
an agreement in 2018 on the ap-
pointment of bishops.

Bishop Peter Lin Jiashan was offi-
cially installed as head of the Fuzhou
diocese in Fujian province, reported
ucanews.com. 

Since 1997, Bishop Lin had re-
fused to register with the govern-
ment, and thus had not been

recognised by Chinese authorities.
Bishop Joseph Cai Bingrui of Xia-

men in Fujian province presided
over the ceremony. About 40 priests
and 80 Catholics from Fuzhou dio-
cese attended, reportedly due to re-
strictions against gatherings because
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Fr Wang Yuliang, an official of
the state-approved bishops’ confer-
ence in China, read a letter of ap-
proval from the bishops’ conference.

Bishop Lin pledged to obey God,
fulfil the pastoral duties of a bishop
and proclaim the Gospel to lead

Fuzhou diocese. He also vowed to be
an active member of the Chinese
Catholic Church.

The bishop’s statement also said
priests and Catholics should abide
by the constitution of the country,
uphold national unity and social
harmony, and love the country and
the Church.

The statement also insisted
Catholics follow the directions to
“Sinicise the Church in our country”
and contribute to the realisation of
the “dream of a great rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation”.—CNS

THE archdiocese of Detroit has
condemned a video pro-
duced by the “Church Mili-

tant” website which it said used
“racist and derogatory language”
to describe the African-American
archbishop of Washington.

The Church Militant website,
which describes itself as Catholic
and is based in Detroit, released a
video on June 11 entitled “African
queen busted lying”.

The video consists of commen-
tary from Church Militant founder
Michael Voris which describes
Archbishop Wilton Gregory of
Washington as an “accused homo-
sexual, Marxist bishop”.

The archdiocese of Detroit
stressed that Church Militant “is
not affiliated with or endorsed” by
it.

“Racist and derogatory speech
wrongfully diminishes the God-
given dignity of others. It is not in

accord with the teachings of
Christ,” Archbishop Allen Vi-
gneron added to that statement. 

Archdiocesan spokesperson
Holly Fournier issued a warning
about the group, saying that
Church Militant “is not affiliated
with, endorsed, or recommended
by the archdiocese of Detroit”.

Christine Niles, senior producer
at Church Militant, dismissed
myriad calls online from fellow

Catholics to remove the video.
Many callers urged Mr Voris

and the rest of the Church Mili-
tant staff to “go to confession”.

In 2011, the archdiocese of De-
troit said that Church Militant,
which was founded as “Real-
CatholicTV”, should remove the
word “Catholic” from its name.
The group made a name change,
while maintaining that the arch-
diocese did not have authority to
require it.

In 2015, then-Philadelphia
Archbishop Charles Chaput said
Church Militant “sow division
wherever they tread”, while the
Philadelphia archdiocese said the
“sole desire” of Church Militant
“is to create division, confusion,
and conflict within the Church.
Actions of that nature run con-
trary to Christian tradition. Their
reports are not to be taken seri-
ously”.—CNA

Archbishop Wilton Gregory of
Washington.

INTrinidad and Tobago, some are
continuing to lobby for legalisa-
tion of recreational marijuana,

but Archbishop Jason Gordon said
he opposes such a move.

“I have had the challenge of car-
rying several young people into
mental institutions because of mar-
ijuana psychosis,” he said, “and it’s
not a pretty sight”.

Speaking at an online sympo-
sium on the economic, social,
health and legal impacts of mari-
juana, he added: “The challenge
with the former law was that it
criminalised people for possession.”

“Without an adequate support
system, the poor, black male [is] the
most vulnerable” to imprisonment
for simple possession of cannabis
under Trinidad and Tobago’s former
drug laws, Archbishop Gordon said.

“I’ve worked with lots of young
guys who were charged for mari-
juana and understood that crimi-
nalising them was not helpful,
because...they had graduated in
prison from an addict to a master
criminal,” he added.

Various studies have indicated
that arrests for possession of small
quantities of marijuana tended to
occur, most often, in disadvantaged
areas.

A 2018 Caribbean Community
report on regional social, legal and

law enforcement policies on mari-
juana said, “Put bluntly this often
translates into poor, black, male
youth” being arrested.

The study linked the subsequent
imprisonment of these males to the
phenomena of absentee fathers and
gang-related violence.

Archbishop Gordon said al-
though he supports decriminalisa-
tion of marijuana, he believes the
law passed last December ended up
“partial legalising” of possession.

An adult may now legally pos-
sess a maximum of 30g of cannabis
or four plants, to be consumed only
at home.

“All the adult needs to do is en-
sure they...never have more than 30
grams in their possession,” the
archbishop said. “Then, it is legal.”

Archbishop Gordon once served
as the director of a live-in facility for
at-risk adolescent boys; he also was
pastor of a parish plagued by gang
violence.

He said he believes the state can
do more for users and addicts.

“Expand drug courts, support ad-
diction counselling and rehab cen-
tres for those in need of treatment,”
he recommended.

In Trinidad and Tobago, mari-
juana is often used socially and in
religious rituals, most notably, in
Rastafarianism.—CNS

Martin Gugino, a 75-year-old peace activist in the Catholic Worker Move-
ment founded by Dorothy Day, is seen on the ground after being pushed
to the ground by a policeman in Buffalo, New York. After US President
Donald Trump in a tweet slandered Mr Gugino and accused him of falling
to the ground on purpose, Catholics came to the peace activist’s defence.
Bishop Edward Scharfenberger, apostolic administrator of the diocese of
Buffalo, paid tribute to Mr Gugino, saying: “We stand with all who demon-
strate peacefully and speak out against abuse of power and injustice of
every kind. We honour Mr Gugino’s witness and service to the Catholic
Worker Movement.” (Photo: Jamie Quinn, Reuters/CNS)



White lives do
matter, Mr Editor
YOUR editorial “Why lives mat-

ter” (June 3) leaves me wonder-
ing if you are abreast and aware of
happenings and behaviours, not
only in America, but here too?

People and communities are
quick to throw the racist ball at any-
one these days, especially with state-
ments and actions regarding black
people. But facts cannot be down-
played and ignored. 

The “Floyd saga” in America is a
glaring example. Murder is always in-
correct, but this one has caused mil-
lions of dollars of unwarranted
destruction, barbarism and violence.  

You refer to Floyd as a “Christian
community worker”? He had a previ-
ous conviction against his name, but
now he is, for the cause, escalated to
be a religious person. What waffle!

The deaths that you refer to as at-
tributable to armed force are so one-
sided. They are, according to you
“extrajudicial executions”! Can I ask
how you would describe the barbaric
violence against and murders of inno-
cent, unarmed white elderly? 

I categorically state that “All lives
matter” but in South Africa “White
lives do not matter”! The barbarism
against us, property and businesses, is
totally unacceptable.

You are so right that we “cannot
remain silent” on the violence, Mr
Editor! You mention three victims.
How many more could we mention
just by starting with farm murders? 

Democratic society’s usage of
armed force is not incorrect. People
who behave savagely, with no sympa-
thy for their unfortunate victims,
need the strictest discipline and must

accept retaliation against them.
I cannot therefore show any sym-

pathy for the Floyd incident, and am
vehemently opposed to the violence
perpetrated, almost on a daily basis,
against the white minority. 

Lives do matter but there needs to
be concerted and unbiased action
against and criticism of the tide of
black violence and destruction being
orchestrated! It is time to view our
planet realistically and without fear of
intimidation by other races. 

We all matter, Southern Cross!
Brian Gouveia, Bloemfontein

The Editor responds: Firstly, the edi-
torial referred specifically to killings
perpetrated by state forces; in all three
cases the victims were not engaging in
violent behaviour when killed. To sug-
gest that this means we therefore con-
demn no other killings or murders is
patently false.

Secondly, George Floyd had turned
his life around after his conviction
two decades ago with God’s grace, and
at the time of his death was indeed a
Christian community worker. To deny
this, and to focus on the crime for
which he paid his penance, is to deny
God’s grace at work in the conversion
of people. 

Thirdly, The Southern Cross wishes
to emphasise that published Letters to
the Editor do not necessarily reflect
the positions of the newspaper or the
mind of the Church, and sometimes
may directly contradict them.

Stigmatines’ key
role in Pretoria
DALUXOLO Moloantoa’s article

(June 10) on the centenary of
the Most Holy Redeemer parish in
Mmakau next January is precious be-
cause it narrates the arrival in the
archdiocese of Pretoria in 1960 of
Stigmatine missionaries from Italy. 

He mentions that four Stigmatines
came to study at St John Vianney
Seminary. I affectionately remember
Frs Lino Vinco, Guilliano Melotto,
Michele D’Annucci and Giancarlo
Mittempergher from those years, and
the decades they served in our arch-
diocese until their deaths.

One of the greatest legacies of
Archbishop John Garner’s leadership
from 1948-75 was his bringing the
Stigmatines to Pretoria in 1960.

At that time, it had inherited hun-
dreds of thousands of people forcibly
moved to townships north-west of the
city by the  apartheid government
The archbishop could not have had
more effective missionaries to estab-
lish new parishes there.  

An indication of their zeal was
confirmed by their fostering indige-
nous vocations to the priesthood
both in the Stigmatine congregation
and diocesan presbyteriate.

During his years heading our local
church from 1975-2009, Archbishop
George Daniel had the joy of ordain-
ing many of these priests, the fruit of
the Stigmatines’ endeavours.

Another vital feature of their pas-
torship was imbuing in the laity a
spirit of service in all areas of Church
life. Thank God, that total involve-
ment continues today in parishes
where these priests minister.

Fr Kevin Reynolds, Pretoria
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THE brutal murder of George
Floyd has reawakened the pain
of racism, hatred by one race of

the other. This is a clear sign of an
evil system, fuelled by the white su-
premacy ideals of Hitler.

Hate and prejudice are signs of
weak character. And President Donald
Trump saying governors in the US
should “dominate” protesters or they
will look like a bunch of jerks shows
weakness, for a true leader would be
winning the hearts of the people and
working to reconcile his nation.

The cry of the black people in
America is for justice and not to be
dominated by white supremacists.

South Africa, also, is still experi-
encing racism in society and even
within our divided Church. We are
divided by colour and class.

Historically, black South Africans
have been dispossessed of their land,
their wealth and also their heritage.

There is no collective remorse
from white South Africans or an ef-
fort to repair the damage. Instead,

they hide behind Nelson Mandela.
Mandela is the Father of the Na-

tion, for all of us. But too often he is
invoked to perpetuate white privilege
and entitlement. This does the great
man no justice, and distorts his
clearly-stated vision for our nation. 

One of the key aspects of reconcil-
iation and healing is penance. The
Church teaches that God understands
we have to pay for our sins in the pre-
cious blood of Jesus, that he had to die
for us to be reconciled to God.

Yet, no one is prepared to pay the
price of apartheid. I suggest our coun-
try’s government and Church offer
programmes of restitution and repara-
tion to address inequalities.

The issue of land remains a sore
point, with 20% of the population of
South Africa owning about 75% of
property assets. Unfortunately, too
many white South Africans remain ar-
rogant and oppose the government’s
attempt to redistribute land.

All citizens of South Africa must
share in the country’s land, resources

and wealth equally, regardless of
colour, race or creed.

This letter is not calling for hate
but for healing of the scourge of in-
equality and racism in our nation and
our Church, and for reconciliation. 

To heal we must first accept that
our nation is ill to the core. The
racists and even many white people
of goodwill are in denial. I am simply
asking them to accept and heal.

Let us hold hands. Pray together
against this evil system of racism in
the Church and our country.

I am black and am a woman. That
alone makes me a racial and crime sta-
tistic. God, where are you? I can’t
breathe! Are you listening to our cries?
Senzeni na? (What have we done?)

The 16 Days of Activism move-
ment has been around since 1991,
and still women and children are
being slaughtered and raped. What
more must we do? How many more
dead bodies are needed?

Mahadi Buthelezi,
Johannes burg

Floyd murder calls on SA to heal itself tooEditor: Günther Simmermacher

Days of our fathers
ON Father’s Day, celebrated

in South Africa on June
21, those who are blessed

to have a caring dad will have an
opportunity to express their love
and appreciation.

While Mother’s Day in May
has become a big family day—
with all the commercial utilisa-
tion that involves—Father’s Day
tends to be more restrained. 

And perhaps that is as it
should be, since the emotional
bond between mother and child
is nurtured already in the womb,
long before dad comes into the
picture. 

Traditional gender roles have
reinforced that bond, though in
many families these roles are
shifting. Especially in Western so-
cieties, fatherhood is changing. In
increasing numbers of families,
the woman is the breadwinner
and the man runs the household.
In many more families, the re-
sponsibilities are shared.

Father’s Day is just one day in
which those who have them can
thank their loving dads, or the
father figure who has played a
parental role, for all he has done
and all he will do.

It is also salutary to remember
those fathers who have departed
our world, to give thanks for their
life and to pray for their repose.

On Father’s Day we might
also include in our prayers the
many young people who don’t
have a present father in their
lives.

The absence of fathers has
been shown to be a societal
problem, depriving children of
an important agent in their so-
cialisation. 

About half of the children in
South Africa are growing up
without daily contact with their
fathers, and “this situation pres-
ents social and developmental
challenges”, according to a 2013
study by the Centre for Social
Development in Africa at the
University of Johannesburg and
Sonke Gender Justice.

And the problems of absentee
fatherhood replicate themselves,
as many who grew up in single-
parent households feel “ill-
equipped to assume responsible
and caring fatherhood roles, as
they had had no experience of
this in their own lives”, accord-
ing to the study. 

This may create “a vicious
cycle in which current fatherless
young men end up with limited
parental skills and moral com-
mitment” to their children.

Of course, it does not follow
that children who lack a father
or stable father-figure in their
lives are invariably deficient in
their socialisation. Indeed, such
a claim would perpetuate an un-
welcome stigma.

In some cases, such as abusive
households, it could be said that
the absence of a father is the
more beneficial situation. 

So Father’s Day may be an op-
portunity to also salute the
mothers who successfully raise
their children without a father,
whatever the circumstances of
their situation.

But it is also an opportunity
to remember those men who are
deprived of the opportunity to
be a father to their children, of
whom there are many, with un-
happy stories to tell.

At a time when societies are
finally waking up to the destruc-
tive reality of violence against
women and children, including
widespread sexual assault, fa-
thers are faced with a choice.

They can choose to perpetuate
the prevalent gender-based vio-
lence by holding on to those cul-
tural norms that contribute to the
war on women. Or they can be-
come part of the solution by dis-
mantling the systemic conditions
that feed the violence against
women and children.

On Father’s Day, men should
feel called to reflect on how they
are fathers, or potential fathers,
and whether or how that model
of fatherhood might contribute
to the pandemic of gender-based
violence. 

If a father sees his role as a
parent in providing for and pro-
tecting his children, then being
an agent of change is a necessary
way of doing so.

As Catholics, fatherhood has
a separate dimension for us:
those men, often younger than
ourselves, whom we address as
“Father”.

Father’s Day is a good time to
remember those spiritual Fathers
in our prayers and acts of kind-
ness, perhaps especially at this
time of lockdown and social dis-
tancing, when many priests are
lonely or alone.

The faithful have many rea-
sons to express their gratitude to
their priests. For Catholics it is
not necessary to enumerate
them. 

But on Father’s Day it may be
timely to think about them, and
then send Father a message of
thanks and appreciation.
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AJUST and caring society is based on
a contract between peoples, an un-
derstanding of mutual respect and,

where it occurs, a resolution of conflicting
opinions by a fair and equitable means.
Otherwise it won’t work. 

In recent days we have been witness to
the consequences for a society where that
crucial understanding has failed in a spec-
tacular and fearful manner. 

The brutal killing on the streets of Min-
neapolis of George Floyd by law enforce-
ment officers has given us an image that
will not fade with time. Their callous ac-
tion was captured on camera and copied
round the world.

In democracies we police by consent,
and the accountability of law enforce-
ment officers for their actions is an ac-
cepted part of their contract of service. 

A just society necessitates empathetic
leadership; the caring, authoritative voice
of one who appreciates injustice yet is not
averse to speaking honestly when circum-
stances of endemic racism demand it. 

Respected leadership is earned by ap-
propriate words and actions in response
to the occasion—a gift in which the cur-
rent occupant of the White House is sadly
lacking. Donald Trump has abdicated his
presidency.

Leadership was shown by the former
San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin
Kaepernick. When the athlete first
protested against racial injustice and po-
lice brutality by kneeling down during the
United States national anthem in the

summer of 2016, he did so paying a high
personal price—but his actions gained
him respect.  Since then, a whole move-
ment has grown around his gesture.

It has been said by the theologian Jim
Forest: “The United States was founded in
racism, genocide and slavery. Huge sins.
There are only two things one can do
about sins: either repent of them with all
that repentance requires, or justify them.
America has yet to choose the path of re-
pentance.”

Blurry 2020 vision
When our optician tells us that we

have 20/20 vision, we are grateful for
good news. That means the quality of our
sight is the best we can get. Who would
have thought when the year 2020 began

that it would offer such a blurred and un-
certain future?

The worldwide stress of the Covid-19
pandemic has affected the US economi-
cally, in addition to the heavy loss of life
that has been suffered. Now on top of that
has come the racially ignited fire of street
conflict, reminiscent of that which swept
the Watts district of Los Angeles in mid-
August 1965.

Whereas curfews are the short-term fix
to the immediate problems of city street
disturbance, such a significant action does
nothing to resolve the underlying root
cause that gave rise to civil unrest in the
first place. We need to ask questions and
then have the courage and honesty to
face the answers.

That challenge faced the young man in
the parable of the Prodigal Son: what to
do when he found that the good times
were over, how to be reconciled with the
father, whose home he had left? 

Going back is always the hard option.
We talk of “swallowing our pride”, admit-
ting we were wrong, making apology for
careless words and actions. But if relation-
ships are to be repaired, it necessitates the
demonstration such humility. 

The Christ of the Gospels is continu-
ally calling the people back to experience
the mercy of the Father, continually ask-
ing each one of us to turn our lives
around and think again.

The only way is to repent

A Franciscan takes part in a prayerful
protest outside the White House in
Washington on June 8. (Photo: Bob
Roller/CNS) 

ON that fateful afternoon 82 days
ago, before going home to start the
Level 5 lockdown, I was anxious—

and a bit excited. 
I was very proud of the stance our pres-

ident and team had taken to fight the coro-
navirus. I was ready to take on those 21
days of lockdown!

As I locked the office to drive home (I
don’t stay at the church), I had a very dis-
tinct sense that the Lord Jesus was saying
to me: “Inspire, don’t manage.”

In these almost three months of lock-
down, I’ve had a lot of time—too much
sometimes. I have continuously reflected
on what this could mean. 

I know that I have had to rethink so
much of how we are church, how we do
church, and how we are a priesthood.

By chance, I was introduced to a man
and his wonderful family. Jan Venter
helped us set up livestream Masses and
gave this parish priest a crashcourse on
how to be both priest and techie. 

A deeply faith-filled man, Jan quickly
became a mentor for our online church.
His sage advice and calming presence re-
ally helped my anxiety. 

I’m always happier behind a camera,
and now I had to be coherent, cognisant,
non-flustered, and be both in front of the
camera and behind it!

I had also generally avoided Facebook
and other social media—it’s a time and
soul trap and it’s too much like a parish,
filled with a mixed bag of fruits and com-
plete nutters. Quickly, though, the parish
Facebook page became a critical point of
contact and the place where we not only
came for information but also for Mass—
and community. 

I had to once again see social media as
a place to which the Church had re-
treated—and the place from which the
Church will rediscover herself and grow.

Except for one day, when the laptop
crashed and we couldn’t celebrate Mass
online, our parish community has ex-
panded to embrace a daily Mass that often
has more than 200 viewers. The physical
daily Mass has never been so full! 

Many parishioners (in this time, anyone
who joins us is a parishioner, even if they
are in the US or UK or even PE) have at-
tended Mass every day—about 50% of our
viewers! That’s an incredible response. 

It was a deep joy to journey through the
Easter Season reflecting on the Acts of the
Apostles and the Gospel of John and how
that spoke directly to a new Church—a
Church where we returned to our Homes. 

So many have commented to me how
the experience has deepened our spiritual
lives. Many also commented how the reg-
ular celebration of a Spiritual Communion
with the family before or after supper has
saved their mental health. This is grace!

The pain of exile
Sundays and solemnities were much

harder. I cried through that bereft Holy
Thursday Evening. At some points it was
too emotional to celebrate around my din-
ing room table. It hurt to be in exile.

Sunday Masses have also been techni-
cally challenging (and sometimes quite
fun!). I tried to make Mass as normal as I
could. So my incredible readers organised
themselves and recorded the readings and
sent them through daily. 

Music was a bigger challenge. What a
complex reality to deal with copyright and
lack of resources. And as always you have
to please everyone, from the Latin Mass
Choir to the “Vernacs” to the Hillsong
worshippers…  

It also had its hilarious moments, such
as when my very brave deacon recorded
his homily—and ended up preaching on
the ceiling, due to a projector mishap.
Priests shouldn’t be technical controllers! 

We have over 2200 people participating
in our Sunday Eucharists.

Daily, I have tried to do a “Pastor’s Log”
on Facebook. I thought it would be just a
quick reflection. Surprisingly, it has be-
come a very popular space for a quiet cof-
fee reflection daily. I’m no Bishop Robert
Barron, but I can see how powerful this
space is!

So where does this lead, if we ever get
back to a normality. In my parish, the
overwhelming sense is that we will remain
an Online Parish as well as a Physical
Parish. This is a space that we need to use
and cultivate. 

Yes, there will be those who might not
come physically to church as often. But we
might well find that with a regular, de-
pendable and well-presented daily Mass
online, we may reach way more people
than we can physically.

I also hope that our bishops and the
bishops’ conference spend a moment
thinking about how media and technology
have kept the Church alive during lock-
down—from The Southern Cross to Radio
Veritas to the incredible offering of Mass
every hour of every day online. 

Many parishes are not livestreaming but
are sharing reflections and thoughts and
homilies on WhatsApp. We have to realise
that media (social media, like social com-
munication, is a tautology) is not an add-
on to the Church but where the Church is
at. Train our clergy and laity in media!

Our faith is always open to new func-
tional realities. The apocalypse of Covid-
19 forced the Fourth Industrial Revolution
on the Church. Like all revolutions—em-
brace it or be left behind. After this crisis,
watch how this new space for the Church
will see it grow.

Don’t manage – inspire!

Fr Chris Townsend delivers his “Pastor’s
Log” which he runs on the Facebook
page of Zwavelpoort parish in Pretoria.

Fr Chris 
Townsend

Pastor’s Notebook

Chris 
McDonnell

Point of Church

Big business must
now give back

IT is surprising to note how many commenta-
tors contend that the pandemic, apart from
its devastating effect on life and the econ-

omy, is heralding a new way of doing things, a
new way of thinking, the beginning of a new,
and better (?) way of managing world affairs. 

Is this a type of sensus fidelium, a sense of the
world that something new is called for, in busi-
ness, politics, and all the realms of society? Or
will the world return to “normal”—a norm
which is destructive in many of its undertakings?

The world economy discovered that the oil
price could actually fall, to the chagrin of oil
producers but to the benefit of users of oil in the
many ways it is processed and sold. 

The business world was freed for a while from
the tyranny of high energy costs, of prices that
reflect an oligopoly market system, and the
many responses this has foisted upon the
economies of the world. 

Investors normally cheer when the oil price
rises because shares prices such as Sasol’s rise.
Now there is confusion; now the oil users cheer! 

House and property prices have declined, to
the vexation of property investors but to the
benefit to those who are looking for houses,
who need a secure dwelling. 

In short, rising prices may be to the benefit
of a few but are not always the best for society
as a whole.

The gold pundits cheer when the gold price
rises, oblivious to the fact that it is a reflection
of a malaise in society, a disquiet that is hurting
our world. 

It is illuminating to observe how pollution
levels have decreased as world economies went
on hold to retard the spread of Covid-19. At the
very least, this should galvanise the business
world’s attention to the way in which industry
damages our ecology. 

Look at long-term wellbeing
Our market system encourages many ex-

cesses, and overemphasises short-term solutions
which are detrimental to broader society and
long-term wellbeing. 

I would like to reiterate part of my previous
article. The government announced a special
R500 billion package to assist the people who
have suffered from the immobilising of the
larger part of the economy due to the lockdown. 

A sacrifice is called for, especially by compa-
nies that have ample reserves. Many of the
larger businesses in South Africa have benefited
substantially from the availability of cheap
labour of peoples unfamiliar with the world of
mining and industry. 

Now is the time to give back, to reciprocate
for the substantial benefits enjoyed over the
past century, built up by entrepreneurs with a
tradition of business, of mercantile flair, and as-
sisted ably by the cheap labour of those to
whom industry was a new experience, and who
were coerced into the cash economy by the de-
mands of state-imposed taxes and loss of farms.

Can the business sector be motivated to make
a life-enhancing sacrifice? The total market
value of the top 40 shares is around R12 trillion
(or around R15 trillion including the rest of the
quoted shares). If the top 40 contributed R500
billion to society, this would amount to some
4% of their combined market value, which
could be made in proportion to their respective
market capitalisation. 

God will not be impressed with how much
money we have made; he’ll see how we used our
surplus. 

There have been some generous responses
from charitable foundations; surely the chal-
lenge is now with the large concerns, to imple-
ment ways which are practical and equitable. 

The BEE logic has resulted in some substan-
tial allotments of shares to the formerly disad-
vantaged. There is no shortage of ingenuity on
the part of industry to design a scheme match-
ing in value that of the government. Hopefully
there is no shortage of charitable and moral
backbone.

I am confident that big business can make
even more substantial contributions to our ail-
ing country. 

We need to remember that even before the
pandemic, many South Africans did not have
the resources even to lead a dignified lifestyle. 

We got used to living without premium
whisky for a month—but what about those who
do not even have running water!

May the business world respond with ingenu-
ity and generosity, and keep the larger picture
in mind, and move to assisting all to lead digni-
fied lives. 

Fr Pierre Goldie
Christ in the World

Catholic
Parliamentary 
Liaison Office 
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THE feast of Ss John Fisher and
Thomas More is observed as
an optional memorial on June

22. So that readers don’t have to,
ahem, fish for more information,
here is a question-and-answer low-
down on their lives and legacies:

Who was St Thomas More?
St Thomas More (1478-1535)

was a humanist and intellectual. He
worked as a lawyer and explored
theology through his written works,
many of which were defences of the
Catholic faith against heresy. 
He studied at Oxford and briefly

considered religious life, but he
eventually followed a vocation to

marriage and fatherhood.
More was appointed by King

Henry VIII to be Lord Chancellor of
England in 1529.

What does ‘Lord 
Chancellor’ mean?

Lord Chancellor was the highest
ranking member of the king’s cabi-
net. This role was commonly filled
by a clergyman, so the appointment
of Thomas More, a layman, was un-
usual.
Historically, the role entailed

great judicial responsibility.

How did Thomas More
manage to get on Henry

VIII’s bad side?
Sir Thomas More stood firmly in

his Catholic faith when Henry VIII
began to pull away from the
Church.
The king wanted a declaration of

nullity for his marriage to Cather-
ine of Aragon so that he could
marry Ann Boleyn, but the Church,

upon examination, could not find
his marriage to Catherine invalid. 
Sir Thomas More refused in

1530 to sign a letter asking the
pope to declare the marriage null,
and later would not sign an oath
which would acknowledge the
monarch as the supreme head of
the Church in England.
In May 1532 Henry pressured

the English synod, the Convoca-
tion of Canterbury, to submit the
clergy’s authority to his own. The
day after the convocation agreed to
Henry’s terms, More resigned as
Lord Chancellor.
More wished to retire from pub-

lic life, but when he refused to as-
sent to the Act of Supremacy of
1534, which repudiated the pope’s
authority over the Church in Eng-
land, he was imprisoned on charges
of treason.
He was sentenced to execution,

which took place on July 6, 1535.

Why is he a saint?
More’s persistence in siding with

the Church rather than with the
king, ended in martyrdom. It was a
testament to his tireless devotion to
God’s law. 
He was canonised by Pope Pius

XI in 1935, and was named patron
of statesmen and politicians by
Pope John Paul II.

I’ve heard something 
about his beard…?

Yes. You’re not imagining things.
The story is that More laid his beard
outside of the execution blade’s
path in one final, humorous ges-
ture.
His last words were, “This hath

not offended the King”, implying
that while his head had angered
Henry VIII, his beard was innocent
and did not deserve to be severed.

Who was St John Fisher?
St John Fisher (1469-1535) was

ordained a priest when he was
about 22, and appointed bishop of
Rochester in 1504. 
He lived an intentionally simple

lifestyle and was an intellectual. He
studied theology at Cambridge,
where he became chancellor.
Among his writings is a commen-
tary on the seven penitential
psalms.

His mission as a bishop was to
perfect how the Church’s teachings
were conveyed by his diocese. 
Fisher spent much of his time

travelling to parishes with the mis-
sion of theologically correcting and
realigning clergy. 
He also wrote various apologetic

defences in response to the German
Reformer Martin Luther.

What did he have to do
with the whole Henry VIII

situation?
Bishop John Fisher studied

Henry’s request for a declaration of
nullity of his marriage to Catherine
of Aragon, but could not find
grounds for such a declaration.
He refused to assent to the Suc-

cession to the Crown Act 1533,
which recognised the king’s su-
premacy over the Church in Eng-
land.
Fisher was imprisoned on suspi-

cion of treason but without trial in
April 1534. For 14 months he was
held, deprived of all sacraments, but
he did not budge on his position.
In May 1535 the newly-elected

Pope Paul III made Fisher a cardinal,
in the hope that Henry would not
dare to execute a Prince of the
Church, but that angered the king
even more.

Please don’t tell me it
ended like More’s story…
It didn’t. There was no beard on

the line. However, Fisher was exe-
cuted, head on the chopping block
and all. 
He removed his hairshirt, and

said the Te Deum and Psalm 31 right
before giving his life for the king-
dom of God and the honour of the
Church on June 22, 1535. 
He is the only cardinal to have

been executed in this manner (Scot-
tish Cardinal David Beaton was ex-
ecuted in an extrajudicial sectarian
murder in 1546).

Why is Fisher a saint?
Same deal as St Thomas More: he

stuck to what he knew to be the
truth and died for it. He was canon-
ised with More in 1935 by Pius XI.

But he’s not as well-known
as St Thomas More!

No, he’s not. St John Fisher’s
grave, which also contains the
bones of St Thomas More, doesn’t
even bear his name. But he did it for
the glory of God. 
Interestingly, both of these mar-

tyrs are also recognised as saints in
the Church of England, which
marks their feast on July 6.—CNA

The lowdown on two English martyrs
Two great English martyrs
share a feast on June 22.
LIZZY JOSLYN tells us the
basics of what we need to
know about Ss Thomas
More and John Fisher.

The Bell Tower in London, where Ss Thomas and John Fisher were
held before their executions. (Photo: Dirk Ingo Franke/Wikipedia) 

Ss Thomas More and John Fisher, two powerful Catholics who fell foul
of King Henry VIII.
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THE month of June is tradi-
tionally dedicated to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus. 

On the Friday after the feast of
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
we even celebrate a feast of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, this year on
June 19. 

The Church invites the faithful
to spend the whole month reflect-
ing on what it means to live our
lives in such a way that we reveal
the Loving Heart of a Merciful God
to the whole world.

The Catholic Church marks
time by the great events of the life
of Jesus Christ and the Christian
faith. In so doing, she invites
Christians to enter more fully into
the mysteries of that faith and ac-
tually live differently. 

She also keeps the truths of the
faith ever-present before a world
which needs to be set free from sin
and death. The early Christians re-
ferred to the Church as the world
reconciled. They believed that the
Church is meant to become the
home of the whole human race. 

She is a seed of the coming
Kingdom, making it present even
now. Do we believe this?

On May 31, 1992 in Rome, Pope
John Paul II canonised Jesuit Fa-
ther Claude La Colombière (1641-
82), the spiritual director of St
Margaret-Mary Alacoque. 

She was the religious Sister to
whom the Lord gave a special rev-
elation of his Sacred Heart, filled
with redemptive and merciful love
for the world. 

Working in the small French
town of Paray-le-Monial, Fr La
Colombière shared Sr Margaret-
Mary’s devotion to the Heart of
Jesus and helped to spread that de-
votion. 

This occurred at a critical time
when the culture of Europe was
steeped in darkness, and the
Church staggered from corruption
within—a time much like our own.

The heart of the Church
At the Mass of St Claude’s

canonisation, Pope John Paul pro-
claimed: “For evangelisation
today, the Heart of Christ must be
recognised as the heart of the
Church.

“It is he who calls us to conver-
sion, to reconciliation. It is he who
leads pure hearts and those hun-
gering for justice along the way of
the Beatitudes. It is he who
achieves the warm communion of
the members of the one Body. It is
he who enables us to adhere to the
Good News and to accept the
promise of eternal life. It is he who
sends us out on mission. 

“The heart-to-heart with Jesus
broadens the human heart on a
global scale,” Pope John Paul said.

The heart is the centre of a per-
son, the place from which he or
she makes the choices which will
affect the world within them and
around them. 

The Catholic Catechism sum-
marises this truth in these words:
“The heart is the seat of moral per-

sonality” (# 2517).
The devotion to the Heart of

Jesus reminds us that it is in the sa-
cred humanity of Jesus that we
find the pattern for becoming fully
human ourselves. In his Incarna-
tion, saving life, death and Resur-
rection, we receive both the
pattern—and the means—to be-
come more like him. 

The leaders of the Second Vati-
can Council in their beautifully
written Pastoral Constitution on
the Mission of the Church in the
Modern World, Gaudium et Spes,
wrote: “The truth is that only in
the mystery of the incarnate Word
does the mystery of man take on
light. For Adam, the first man, was
a figure of Him Who was to come,
namely Christ the Lord. 

“Christ, the final Adam, by the
revelation of the mystery of the Fa-
ther and his love, fully reveals man
to man himself and makes his
supreme calling clear” (22).

Let us choose to spend the
month of June in prayer to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, lifting up our
nation and indeed the whole world
to the One in whom we place all of
our trust. 

He will not disappoint; his heart
still beats with mercy and love for
the world.  

Let us pray: “Almighty and ever-
lasting God, look upon the heart of
your well-beloved son and upon the
acts of praise and satisfaction which
he renders unto you in the name of
sinners; and in your great goodness,
grant pardon to those who seek
your mercy, in the name of the same
your son, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you, world without
end.”—CNA
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Why the Sacred Heart matters today
The month of June is 
dedicated to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. DeACon
KeITH FournIer reflects
on what that means to us.

HISTORICALLY, devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary—the
feast of which this year falls on

June 20—grew up in parallel, but at a
lesser intensity,  than that of devotion
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, only start-
ing to become more prominent during
the time of St John Eudes. 

John Eudes was born in 1601 in Nor-
mandy, France. He entered the Congre-
gation of the Oratory of France, founded
in 1611 by Cardinal de Berulle, and was
ordained to the priesthood on December
20, 1625.

St John brought people to love Christ
and the Virgin Mary by speaking tire-
lessly about their Heart, the sign of the
love God shows for us and the commun-
ion to which we are called.

To offer them liturgical worship, he
composed Masses and Offices in their
honour and had the first feast of the
Holy Heart of Mary celebrated on Febru-
ary 8, 1648, at Autun, France, and the
feast of the Heart of Jesus celebrated on
October 20, 1672.

He died on August 19, 1680, and was
canonised by Pope Pius XI on May 31,
1925.

Nevertheless, it was not until after
the apparitions at Rue du Bac in Paris
concerning the “Miraculous Medal”
made to Catherine Labouré in 1830, and
the establishment of a society dedicated
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary at the
church of Our Lady of Victories in Paris
in 1836, that this particular devotion be-
came really well-known.

Since then devotion to the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary has gradually grown
more widespread in the Church, partic-
ularly since the apparitions at Fatima in
1917.

The main difference between the de-
votions to the hearts of Jesus and Mary
is that the one concerned with Jesus em-
phasises his divine heart as being full of
love for mankind, but with this love for
the most part being ignored or rejected.

The devotion to Mary’s heart is essen-
tially concerned with the love that her

heart has for Jesus, for God.
Therefore, it is not an end in itself, so

the love of her heart is meant to be a
model for the way we should love God.
The fact that her heart is immaculate
(that is, sinless) means that she is the
only fully human person who is able to
really love God in the way that he
should be loved.

Honouring Mary’s Immaculate Heart
is really just another way of honouring
Mary as the person who was chosen to
be the Mother of God, recognising her
extraordinary holiness and the immense
love she bestowed on Jesus as his
mother, the person who was called to
share and cooperate in his redemptive
sufferings.

The aim of  the devotion is to unite

mankind to God through Mary’s heart,
and this process involves the ideas of
consecration and reparation. 

A person is consecrated to Mary’s Im-
maculate Heart as a way of being com-
pletely devoted to God. This involves a
total gift of self, something only ulti-
mately possible with reference to God;
but Mary is our intermediary in this
process of consecration.

Because of the strong analogy be-
tween Jesus and Mary, the consecration
to Mary’s Immaculate Heart is closely
linked to the consecration to Jesus’ Sa-
cred Heart, although it is subordinate
and dependent on it. That is, although
the act of consecration is ultimately ad-
dressed to God, it is an act that is made
through Mary.—CNA

The Sacred Heart of Jesus is represented outside the Parc des Chap-
laines in the French town of Paray-le-Monial, where the Lord’s appari-
tion to St Margaret-Mary Alacoque started the modern devotion to the
Sacred Heart. (Photo: Günther Simmermacher)

What’s the devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary?

The Immaculate Heart of Mary is represented in the chapel of the Carmelite 
convent of St Teresa in Coimbra, Portugal, where Fatima’s visionary Sr Lucia 
dos Santos lived and died. (photo: Günther Simmermacher)

The world is grounded
But we know that we will come out of our

lockdown again. And then we will travel again,
for holidays or on business.

FOWLER TRAVEL will be there to make 
all individual or group arrangements you need,

with personalised service and expert advise!

Call Michael at 083 704-5063 
or michael@fowlertravel.co.za

carol@wylliefunerals.co.za 
andrew@wylliefunerals.co.za

Personal and Dignified
24-hour service

469 Voortrekker Rd, Maitland, Tel: 021 593 8820
48 Main Rd, Muizenberg, Tel: 021 788 3728

Tony Wyllie & Co.
Catholic Funeral Home

Member of the NFDA
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OUR present virtual pilgrim-
age follows the stations of
Jesus’ life in a roughly

chronological order. On a physical
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, that
wouldn’t be possible, with all the
criss-crossing of the territories that
would require.
We started off in Nazareth,

where the story of the Incarnation
begins, then went south to Judaea
for the Visitation and then the
Bethlehem birth.
Before we went east to the

desert and the Jordan River last
week, we might have popped in at
the Temple, where the teenage
Jesus chewed the theological
breeze with the impressed elders
while Mary and Joseph were half-
way on their journey home north
to Nazareth.
Of course, we’ll return to the

Temple later. But it’s useful to pause
at that episode for a moment.
It shows that, as devout and ob-

servant Jews, the Holy Family
made their obligatory pilgrimages
to Jerusalem. We can be sure that
Jewish customs and practices were
pivotal in Jesus’ upbringing. 
But which Jewish tradition did

the Holy Family belong to? Ju-
daism in the first century com-
prised many sects, much as
Christianity does today, though
these sects also assumed political
functions. 
The first-century Jewish histo-

rian Josephus Flavius mentioned
four: Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes
and Zealots. The Dead Sea Scrolls
suggest that there were many
more. 
The late Benedictine scholar Fr

Bargil Pixner suggested, quite star-
tlingly, that Mary and Joseph be-
longed to the sect known as the
Essenes, whom we know from the
Dead Sea Scrolls.
We do know that Jesus later

moved in Pharisean circles, as the
Gospels confirm. And the theology
of the Pharisees—God intervenes
in our lives; there is life after
death—is the closest of all the Jew-
ish parties to that of Christianity.

The language of Jesus
Jesus’ first language probably

was the rather impenetrable dialect
of Galilean Aramaic. The word he
used to address God the Father,
Abba, is Aramaic. 
He most likely spoke Hebrew as

well. According to linguists, the
similarity between Hebrew and
Aramaic is comparable to German
and Dutch, or Spanish and Por-
tuguese. 
Hebrew was the language of

Scripture and of theological in-
quest; it would seem absurd that
the Son of God wouldn’t speak the
language in which questions of di-
vinity were discussed. In any case,
an observant Jewish family would
have acquired skills in that lan-
guage. 

Jesus might also have spoken
Greek. It was the lingua franca of
the Roman Empire and had been
the official language of Galilee
after the conquest by Alexander
the Great in 323 BC. 
Much as English is not the first

language of most people in Anglo-
phone Africa, but most people in
those countries have at least a
working knowledge of it, so it was
with Greek. It was, after all, the
language in which the Gospels
were written, so that the largest
possible number of people would
understand it. 
There is no good reason, how-

ever, to assume that Jesus spoke
Latin. Even when conversing with
Romans, such as the centurion or
Pontius Pilate, the medium usually
was Greek. 

Josephus Flavius took pride in
reporting that Jewish children re-
ceived schooling which included
instruction in reading and writing,
though some historians put first-
century literacy at only 5-10%—
and since girls were not likely to be
schooled, the male literacy rate
would have been close to 20%. 
The Gospels suggest that Jesus

was literate. On several occasions
Jesus asked his interlocutors
whether they had not read certain
relevant scriptural references
(Matthew 12:5, 19:4, 21:16; Mark
2:15-16), implying that he had. 
And in Luke we read that when

Jesus, during his public ministry,
came to Nazareth, he “went into
the synagogue on the Sabbath day
as he usually did. He stood up to
read, and they handed him the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah” (4:16,
own emphasis).
Establishing a definitive

chronology of Jesus’ ministry is
quite impossible because the evan-
gelists don’t always concur on the
sequence of events, even in the
synoptic Gospels. But it’s clear that
his ministry was inaugurated with
the baptism in the Jordan by John
(or Yohanan, as he would have
been known in Hebrew and Ara-
maic).
Some time after the baptism,

Jesus started to pick up his first dis-
ciples—one of them Andrew, the
other unnamed, both followers of
John the Baptiser. These two then
introduced more disciples, includ-
ing Simon Peter, to Jesus.
That inner circle certainly was

an interesting bunch: they in-
cluded a tax collector—and by
virtue of that a despised collabora-
tor with Rome—and two Zealots,
Judas Iscariot and the other Simon,
whose philosophy at that point
was geared towards revolt against
the Roman occupation. 
By the time Jesus turned up at

the wedding in Cana, he had his
band of followers assembled.

Coming to Cana
The little town of Cana is just

around the corner from Nazareth.
Today Nazareth is the urban cen-
tre, and Kafr Kanna, as Cana is now
known, is a little Palestinian town
of 8 500, both Muslims and Chris-
tians.
But back in Jesus’ day, Cana felt

rather superior. Remember
Nathaniel’s cynical reaction in
John’s Gospel: “Can anything good
come from Nazareth?” Nathaniel
came from Cana. 
What happened at Cana was

momentous. A wedding took place,
perhaps involving a close relative
or friend of Mary’s. Jesus and his
new pals are there too. 
Perhaps they gatecrashed the

wedding, which might explain
why the wine ran out, and why an
embarrassed Mary put her son on
the spot so publicly.
“Do what he tells you,” Mary in-

structed the stewards (and over
time, us). They do, and her son
obediently turned 600 litres of
water into the finest wine, using
six huge stone water-jars which

were normally used for ritual
cleansing. The party could carry on
merrily, for weddings in those days
lasted several days. 
Today, married pilgrims renew

their nuptial vows in the lovely
Franciscan church of the Wedding
Feast. It is always a joyful highlight
of a pilgrimage; invariably some-
body will shed tears of joy. 
When the Franciscans built their

present church here a century ago,
they found evidence of an early
Christian synagogue, with inscrip-
tions, as well as the remains of a
basilica and domestic dwellings. 
These serve as a good signpost,

as do ancient pilgrim texts, that
modern Cana and ancient Cana
occupy more or less the same
ground.
Pilgrims can buy “wedding

wine” in Cana, but if they do so, it
should serve only purposes of dis-
play. It’s not very good, and it was
not made in Cana, which isn’t lo-
cated in a wine-growing region.
Here it’s best to stick to the

water. Or perhaps try a refreshing
glass of freshly-squeezed pome-
granate juice from a street trader. 

More than a wedding
But the sense of nuptial festivi-

ties and souvenir wine is not all
we should take away from Cana. 
Consider Mary’s courage and

faith in asking Jesus to turn the
water into wine. 
Here she made public what

must have been a closely guarded
family secret: her boy Yeshua had
powers to perform miracles. Mary
knew of these powers, of course,
else she wouldn’t have asked Jesus
to replenish the liquid entertain-
ment. 
John’s Gospel reveals that her

son was none too pleased:
“Woman, what do you want from
me? My hour has not come yet”
(John 2:4). 
Is Jesus working on some sort of

schedule which governs when his
hour should come? No, his protest
is neither bureaucratic nor rude; it
is heartwrenching. 
He knows that in beginning his

ministry, he is inaugurating the
chain of events which will lead to
his gruesome death. He wants to
delay the inevitable, if at all possi-
ble (as he does again, hours before
his crucifixion, in the Garden of
Gethsemane).
Mary also realises what she is

asking. She knows the prophecy of
her Son’s fate. 
At the Presentation in the Tem-

ple, Simeon had told her that “a
sword will pierce your own soul,
too, so that the inner thoughts of
many people might be revealed”
(Luke 2:32). 
Like Jesus, Mary knows that her

request marks the beginning of
that terrible end. And still she in-
structs her Son. 
So Mary’s act of mercy for the

hapless wedding hosts comes at a
grave, ultimate sacrifice.
n This articled is based on edited ex-
tracts from Günther Simmermacher’s
The Holy Land Trek. Next week:
The Sea of Galilee.

Jesus’ public ministry begins
In part 5 of our virtual 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
we go with GünThEr 
SimmErmAChEr to 
Cana, site of Jesus’ first
public miracle. 

From left: The Franciscan church of the Wedding Feast, more commonly known as the Wedding church • Archbishop Stephen Brislin leads the renewal of marriage vows in
Cana’s Wedding church • A mural in the church of the Visitation in Ein Karem depicts the Cana wedding scene (All photos: Günther Simmermacher)

The sanctuary of the Franciscan church of the Wedding Feast in Cana.

Would you like to have 
a parish pilgrimage?

Let us arrange your spiritual journey as
a community to the Holy Land, Rome,

Lourdes, Fatima, Medjugorje etc

Contact Gail at  076 352 3809 or 
info@fowlertours.co.za
www.fowlertours.co.za

https://jesuitinstitute.org.za
www.fowlertours.co.za/
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PRAYERS
DAILY PRAYER TO THE
SACRED HEART OF
JESUS: O Sacred Heart of
Jesus, mercifully accept the
prayer which I now make to
you for help in the moment
of my death, when at its ap-
proach all my senses shall
fail me.
When, therefore, O kind
and merciful Jesus, my
weary and downcast eyes
can no longer look up to
you, be mindful of the lov-
ing gaze which I now turn
to you, and have mercy on
me, a sinner.
When my parched lips can
no longer kiss your most
sacred wounds, remember
that hour those kisses
which I now imprint on you,
and have mercy on me, a
sinner.
When my cold hands can
no longer embrace your
cross, forget not the affec-
tion with which I embrace it
now, and have mercy upon
me, a sinner.
When my swollen and life-
less tongue can no longer
speak, remember that I
called upon you now,
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,
to you I commend my soul.
O Sacred Heart of Jesus,
filled with infinite love, bro-
ken by my ingratitude and
pierced by my many sins
and yet loving you still, ac-
cept this act of consecra-
tion that I make to you of all
that I am and all that I have.
Take every faculty of my
soul and body, draw me
day by day near and nearer
to your Sacred Heart, and
there, as I can bear the les-
son, teach me your blessed
way.
O Sacred Heart of Jesus,
incarnate son of God, who
for our salvation did vouch-
safe to be born in a stable,
to pass your life in poverty,

trials, and misery, and to
die amid the sufferings of
the cross, I entreat you, in
the hour of my death to say
to your divine Father, “Fa-
ther forgive him”; say to my
soul, “This day you to shall
be with me in paradise.”
My God, my God, forsake
me not in that hour. “I
thirst”—truly, my God, my
soul thirsts after you, who
are the fountain of living
waters. My life passes like
a shadow; yet a little while
and all will be consum-
mated. Wherefore, my
adorable saviour, from this
moment, and for all eternity,
“into your hands I com-
mend my spirit”. Lord
Jesus, receive my soul.
O Queen of the Holy
Rosary and most kind and
loving Mother of Perpetual
Help, in memory of your
seven sorrows, intercede
for us with your divine Son
and beg him, in honour of
his precious blood and sa-
cred Passion and death
upon the cross, to forgive
our sins and grant us the
grace of a holy and happy
death. 
Amen. (Say one Our Fa-
ther, Hail Mary, and Glory
Be.)
MAY ALL I DO today
begin with you, O Lord.
Plant dreams and hopes
within my soul, revive my
tired spirit: be with me
today. May all I do today
continue with your help, O
Lord. Be at my side and
walk with me: be my sup-
port today. May all I do
today reach far and wide, O
Lord. My thoughts, my
work, my life: make them
blessings for your kingdom;
let them go beyond today.
O God, today is new unlike
any other day, for God
makes each day different.
Today God's everyday
grace falls on my soul like
abundant seed, though I
may hardly see it. Today is
one of those days Jesus
promised to be with me, a
companion on my journey,
and my life today, if I trust
him, has consequences un-
seen. My life has a pur-
pose. I have a mission. I
am a link in a chain, a bond
of connection between per-
sons.  God has not created
me for naught. Therefore I

will trust him. Whatever,
wherever I am, I can never
be thrown away. God does
nothing in vain. He knows
what he is about. John
Henry Newman
LORD, inspire those men
and women who bear the ti-
tles “husband” and “wife”.
Help them to look to You, to
themselves, to one another
to rediscover the fullness
and mystery they once felt
in their union. Let them be
honest enough to ask:
“Where have we been to-
gether and where are we
going?” Let them be brave
enough to question: “How
have we failed?” Let each
be foolhardy enough to say:
“For me, we come first.”
Help them, together, to re-
examine their commitment
in the light of Your love, will-
ingly, openly, compassion-
ately. 

MOST HOLY LORD, I see
your works here on earth. I
stand amazed at the beauty
and magnificent scenes be-
fore me. Thank you for my
joy that is not claimed by
life’s sadness and disap-
pointments. I thank you for
keeping me in your wings
of love. You are so very
precious to me and I will
forever be yours in faith
and hope. Blessed be your
name in all of the earth, I
pray. Amen.

PERSONAL
ABORTION WARNING:
The truth will convict a
silent Church. See www.
valuelifeabortionisevil.co.za

HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION
MARIANELLA Guest
House, Simon’s Town:
“Come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped,
with amazing sea views.
Secure parking, ideal for
rest and relaxation. Special
rates for pensioners and
clergy. Malcolm Salida 082
784 5675, mjsalida@
gmail.com

This week we congratulate:
June 21: Bishop Hubert
Bucher, retired of Bethlehem,
on his 89th birthday

Our bishops’
anniversariesSOLUTIONS TO 920. ACROSS: 5 Tomb, 7

Tantum Ergo, 8 Harm, 10 Labrador, 11
Stoles, 12 Shadow, 14 Presto, 16 Favour, 17
Diabolic, 19 Cast, 21 Extinction, 22
Snow.DOWN: 1 Itch, 2 Stimulus, 3 Smells, 4
Probes, 5 Toga, 6 Monologues, 9 Altar linen,
13 Advocate, 15 Oblate, 16 Fecund, 18 Blew,
20 Tend.
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Sunday June 21,
12th Sunday of the Year
Jeremiah 20:10-13, Psalm 69:8-10,
14, 17, 33-35, Romans 5:12-15,
Matthew 10:26-33
Monday June 22,
St Paulinus of Nola,
Ss John Fisher and Thomas More
2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15, 18, Psalm

60:3-5, 12-13, Matthew 7:1-5
Tuesday June 23
2 Kings 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-36,
Psalm 48:2-4, 10-11, Matthew
7:6, 12-14
Wednesday June 24,
Birth of St John the Baptist
Isaiah 49:1-6, Psalm 139:1-3,
13-15, Acts 13:22-26, Luke
1:57-66, 80
Thursday June 25
2 Kings 24:8-17, Psalm 79:1-5, 8-9,
Matthew 7:21-29
Friday June 26
2 Kings 25:1-12, Psalm 137:1-6,
Matthew 8:1-4
Saturday June 27,
St Cyril of Alexandria
Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19,
Psalm 74:1-7, 20-21, Matthew
8:5-17

Sunday June 28,
13th Sunday of the Year
2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16, Psalm 89:2-
3, 16-19, Romans 6:3-4, 8-11,
Matthew 10:37-42

Liturgical Calendar
Year A – Weekdays Cycle Year 2
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We can use your old 
clothing, bric-a-brac, 

furniture and books for our
second-hand shop in

Woodstock, Cape Town.
Help us to create an 

avenue to generate much
needed funds for our 
work with the elderly.
Contact Ian Veary on 

021 447 6334
www.noah.org.za

Neighbourhood Old Age Homes

FROM OUR VAULTS
10 Years Ago: June 16, 2010

What after football World Cup in SA?
As South Africa hosts the FIFA World Cup,

Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference in-
formation officer Fr Chris Townsend says that in
South Africa enthusiasm for football has taken on
almost religious qualities. The Church needs to
make it clear that “there are more important strug-
gles than a soccer competition”. Human rights ex-
pert Sr Shelagh Mary Waspe HF asks what will be
left after the last referee’s whistle sounds. “How
quickly will the new World Cup jobs disappear?
Will only the rich profit once again? Will the poor
remain once more on the outside? I see huge risks.”

Priest survives hijacking ordeal
Two men have been arrested in connection

with the shooting and hijacking of Mthatha priest
Fr Monwabisi Majingolo, who survived after being
shot through the head during the ordeal.

Polish martyr beatified
Polish martyr Fr Jerzy Popieluszko has been beat-

ified in front of 140000 people in Warsaw’s Pilsudski
Square. He was murdered by the regime in 1984.

Editorial: Become organ donors!
In his editorial, Günther Simmermacher urges

readers to register as organ donors. “Being able to
give another person life after one’s death is a sub-
stantial pro-life act, made in solidarity with the suf-
fering.”

The Southern Cross is a mem-
ber of the Audit Bureau of Cir-
culations of South Africa.
Printed by Paarl Coldset (Pty)
Ltd, 10 Freedom Way, Milner-
ton. Published by the propri-
etors, The Catholic Newspaper
& Publishing Co Ltd, at the
company’s registered office, 10
Tuin Plein, Cape Town, 8001.

Your prayer to cut out and collect

Birth of St John the Baptist
Ss Thomas More and

John Fisher (see Page 8)



THE 2004 movie Million Dollar Baby
tells the story of a young woman
who becomes a professional boxer.

Young, strong, and physically very attrac-
tive she captures your heart as, against all
odds, she eventually rises to the top in her
sport. 

But then the story turns tragic; she is
unfairly hit by an opponent and ends up
paralysed, her body broken, and with it
her health and attractiveness. 

And her condition is permanent, there
is no cure. She chooses to end her life
through euthanasia. 

I had gone to this movie with a young
couple, both solidly committed to their
Church and their faith. Yet both of them
were in strong sympathy with how this
young woman chose to die.

Perhaps it was more their emotions
than themselves speaking when they jus-
tified her manner of death: “But she was
so young and beautiful! It wouldn’t have
been right for her to spend the rest of her
life in that terrible state!” In their young
eyes, her debilitated state stripped her of
her essential dignity.

What is dignity? When and how is it
lost? 

Dignity is a promiscuous term, con-
stantly shedding different partners. It is
also a sneaky term. Sometimes it no
longer means what it used to mean, and
nowhere is this truer than when the term
is applied today to “death with dignity”?
What defines death with dignity? 

Shortly after euthanasia activist Brit-
tany Maynard died in 2014, by euthana-
sia, Jessica Keating of the Notre Dame
Office of Life and Human Dignity wrote
an article in America magazine, assessing
that death from various points of view. 

At one point she takes up the question

of dignity and writes: “The use of the term
dignity to describe this death is deeply
problematic, since it masks the reality of
fear and equates dignity exclusively with
radical autonomy, choice, and cognitive
capability. The result is a not-so-subtle im-
plication that the person who chooses di-
minishment and suffering dies a less
dignified death.” 

In much of our talk about death with
dignity today there is, in fact, the not-so-
subtle implication that the person who
chooses diminishment and suffering over
euthanasia dies a less dignified death. 

That is hard to deny, given the domi-
nant ethos of a culture wherein physical
diminishment and suffering are seen as a
core assault on our dignity. 

This has not always been the case; in-
deed in former times sometimes the op-
posite was true, an aged, physically
diminished body was seen as something
dignified and beautiful. Why is our view
of dignity different today? 

They are different because of how we
conceive of dignity and beauty. For us,
these have to do mainly with physical
health, physical vitality, and the physical
attractiveness of the human body.

For us, aesthetics is a house with one
room—physical attractiveness. Every-

thing else assaults our dignity. That makes
it difficult for us to see any process that
diminishes and humbles the human body
by robbing it of its vitality and physical
attractiveness as being a dignified one. 

And yet, that is normally how the
death process works. If you have ever
journeyed with someone dying from a ter-
minal disease and been at their bedside
when he or she died, you know that phys-
ically this is not pretty. Disease can do

horrible things to the body. But does this
destroy dignity? Does it make one less
beautiful?

Well, that depends on one’s spirituality
and on what one considers as dignified
and beautiful.

Consider Jesus’ death. By today’s con-
cept of dignity, his was not a very digni-
fied death. 

We have always sanitised the crucifix-
ion to shield ourselves from its raw “in-
dignity”, but crucifixion was humiliating.
When the Romans chose crucifixion as a
method of capital punishment, they had
more in mind than just ending someone’s
life. Besides wanting to make a person suf-
fer optimally, and they also wanted to to-
tally and publicly humiliate him by
humiliating his body. 

Hence the person usually was stripped
naked, with his genitals exposed, and
when he went into spasms in the mo-
ments before death, his bowels would
loosen. What can be more humiliating?
What can be less beautiful?

Yet, who would say that Jesus did not
die with dignity? The opposite. We are
still contemplating the beauty of his
death and the dignity displayed in it. 

But that is within a different aesthetics,
one that our culture no longer under-
stands. For us, dignity and beauty are in-
extricably tied to physical health, physical
attractiveness, and lack of humiliating di-
minishments within our physical body.
Within that perspective there is, seem-
ingly, no dignity to Jesus’ death.

I am the first to admit that the issue of
death with dignity is an extremely com-
plex one that raises legal, medical, psy-
chological, familial, societal, ethical, and
spiritual questions for which there are no
simple answers. But inside all of these
questions there still lies an aesthetic one:
what, ultimately, makes for beauty? 

How, ultimately, do we see dignity? 
Does a person with a still-attractive,

undiminished physical body who volun-
tarily chooses to end their life before that
beauty is despoiled by disease die more
dignified than did Jesus?

CHURCH CHUCKLE

13th Sunday: June 28
Readings: 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16; Psalm 89:2-3,
16-19; Romans 6:3-4, 8-11; Matthew 10:37-42

THERE is no getting away from it: how
we treat God is clearly indicated in the
way we treat those who are in need. 

In the first reading for next Sunday, we
see the prophet Elisha (who is, we know, pos-
sessed of certain rather disconcerting pow-
ers), operating among Gentiles, in Gentile
territory. However, one of the inhabitants (“a
great woman”) has summed him up, and
done the generous thing and invited Elisha
“to eat bread”; for she has noticed (and told
her husband) that “this is a man of God, a
holy person”, and wants to give him a bed
for when he visits (“a room on the roof”,
nicely furnished). 

Elisha, however, does not want to be just
a taker, and asks his servant Gehazi what he
can do for her. There is an answer: “She has
no son, and her husband is old.” We know,
now, of course, what is going to happen.
Childlessness in that culture is a major disad-
vantage, economically and for one’s standing
in society. 

So we have worked out that God’s care for
her need will take the form of granting her
wish for a child. Gehazi is made to call her.
“And he called her—and she stood at the
door.” Notice what she is told: “At this time
you will be holding a son in your arms.”
Thus her need is treated.  

It is only fair, however, to advise you that

you might like to read the rest of the chapter,
and recognise that the situation is more com-
plex than it at first appears. Nevertheless, the
point remains: God looks after the needy.

The psalm is something of a lament. Its
overall mood is not as cheerful as the portion
of it that we have been given to read next
Sunday; but sometimes it is necessary to
hang on to the positives. 

The poet uses two familiar words to de-
scribe the goodness of God, namely “stead-
fast love” and “truth”. “I shall sing your
steadfast love for ever, Lord, from age to age
I shall make known your truth. For I said,
your steadfast love is for ever, the heavens are
built, your truth is established on them.” 

So the poet is confident of what God is
about: “Happy the people who know you,
Lord; they shall walk in the light of your face.
They rejoice all day in your name.” 

Here we can detect the cries of the needy,
always God’s favourites: “They rejoice at your
justice.” And there is no getting away from
the poet’s confidence in God: “For the Lord
is our shield.” 

The second reading for next Sunday does
not quite deal with God’s fondness for the
needy. Or does it? Paul here is trying to give
his Roman readers a glimpse of what God has

done for us in Jesus, and it involves death:
“Those of us who were baptised into Christ
Jesus, were baptised into his death; and so we
were buried with him through baptism into
his death.” So baptism leads us into that ap-
palling fate that Jesus endured. 

This is not, however, the end of the story;
for God has come to the rescue of the needy:
“So that as Christ was raised from the dead,
through the Father’s glory, so we might also
walk in newness of life.” Death is not some-
thing from which we ought to be in flight,
because it is our way into what God has in
store for us, “if we died with Christ, we be-
lieve that we are going to live with him”. 

And that leads into the powerful expres-
sion (which should reassure us) that “death
no longer lords it over Christ”. Look at the
enormous contrast between the different
kinds of life and death on offer: “The death
that [Christ] died, he died once and for all to
Sin. But the life he lives, he lives to God.”

This, then, has its impact on our own
neediness: “You people are to think of your-
selves as dead to sin, but alive to God in
Christ Jesus.”

The Gospel reveals how demanding is the
discipleship to which we are invited: “The
one who loves father or mother ahead of me,

isn’t worthy of me;” and the same goes, it ap-
pears, for “son or daughter”. The point is that
our calling is to go the way Jesus went:
“Whoever does not take up their cross and
follow after me, is not worthy of me.” 

It turns out that things are not quite what
they seem to our needy eyes: “The one who
finds their life will lose it; and the one who
loses their life for my sake will find it.” What
we are supposed to do is to “welcome” or “re-
ceive” Jesus: “The one who accepts me ac-
cepts you; and the one who accepts me
accepts the One who sent me.”

Hospitality is an important virtue for
Jesus’ disciples: “Those who accept a prophet
in the name of a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward; and, likewise, the one who
accepts a just person in the name of a just
person…” 

And, of course, those who are needy:
“Whoever gives a drink to one of these little
ones, a single cup of cold water, in a disciple’s
name, Amen I’m telling you, will not lose
their reward.” 

We are invited, this week, to look out for
the needy whom God so powerfully loves.

God loves the needy

The ugly beauty of dignity
Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI

Final Reflection

Nicholas King SJ
Sunday Reflections

Southern Crossword #920

Solutions on page 11

Two old friends meet for the first time in years.
“Well, what’s new with you,” asked Margaret.
“Oh, my husband turned me into a Christian,”

answered Paula.
“A Christian?” asked Margaret. “You were always

against religion.” 
“Oh yeah, I was,” said Paula, “but until I married

him, I didn’t believe in hell!”
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ACROSS
5. Resting place from atom
bombs (4)
7. Mount great variation on
Benediction hymn (6,4)
8. It will come to you to hurt 
you (4)
10. Canadian region of the
retriever (8)
11. Shawls for priests? (6)
12. The Christian era in the show
is not on the sunny side (6)
14. It indicates that the choir
must sing faster (6)
16. You can curry it if you want
to flatter (6)
17. Devilish (8)
19. Throw the actors together (4)
21. Why is the spent candle like
the dodo? (10)
22. See Amid the Winter’s …
(Carol) (4)

DOWN
1. Fit chasuble inside and
scratch it (4)
2. It may provoke interest
about slum suit (8)
3. The sensations of burning 
incense (6)
4. Examines the soft vestments
(6)
5. Roman dress got a jolt (4)
6. Long and tedious homilies
(10)
9. The cloths the Mass is 
celebrated on (5,5)
13. The devil’s agent against
canonisation (8)
15. Being a religious man, old
boy is overdue (6)
16. Dunce getting F remains 
productive (6)
18. Blow past (4)
20. Do some nursing (4)

Buy the Church Chuckles book of Catholic jokes. 
email books@scross.co.za or CLICK HERE

Tel: 017 826 0054/5
Cell: 082 904 7840

Email: sales@eskaycrushers.co.za

For all your Sand and Stone 
requirements in Piet Retief, Southern Mpumalanga

Conrad

Frail/assisted care in shared or 
single rooms.

Independent care in single/double
rooms with en-suite bathrooms.
Rates include meals, laundry and 

24-hour nursing.
Day Care and short stay facilities 

also available.

Retirement Home,
Rivonia,
Johannesburg
Tel:011 803 1451
www.lourdeshouse.org

576 AM in Gauteng
DStv Audio 870

or livestreaming from
www.radioveritas.co.za

WhatsApp your prayer requests to 066 473-8303
info@radioveritas.co.za

English Mass weekdays at 12:00 
after the Angelus & Sunday at 11am.
Sesotho Mass on Sunday at 9am 

Zulu Mass at 6pm

www.radioveritas.co.za 

www.lourdeshouse.org
https://www.scross.co.za/church-chuckle-book-the-big-book-of-catholic-jokes
books@scross.co.za



