
REFLECTION 
Jesus, the comforter of the bereaved! 

Jesus, consoler of the dying! 
Jesus, liberty of the imprisoned and forgotten! 

Jesus, companion of the divorced and abandoned 
Jesus, resurrection of those whose children have died! 

Jesus, serenity of those in chronic pain! 
Jesus, possession of eternal peace!     

From a modern Orthodox prayer. Alkahest to Jesus, Light to those in darkness 

FRIDAY 17TH JULY TO FRIDAY 24TH JULY 
 
 

TIME DAY DATE INTENTIONS 

07h45 
am 

Friday 
Mass being 

celebrated for: 
17th July BELINDA TEIXIERA 

CARLOS COELHO - R.I.P 

07h45 
am 

Saturday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

18th July EDNA LEE - R.I.P 

09h15 
am 

Sunday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

19th July ALL PARISHIONERS OF 
ST.THÉRÈSE EDENVALE 

07h45 
am 

Monday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

20th July MARK GAZZARD 

07h45 
am 

Tuesday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

21st July MARY FRANCIS ANDERSON 

07h45 
am 

Wednesday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

22nd July ALL OMI OBLATES OF  
MARY IMMACULATE 

07h45 
am 

Thursday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

23rd July A .PINHEIRO DA SILVA 

07h45 
am 

Friday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

24th July REINALDO FERREIRA 

 
  

Entrance Antiphon:  See, I have God 
for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. 
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is 
good. 
 
First Reading: Wisdom 12:13.16-19 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 86 
 
Response: R.  O Lord, you are good  
and forgiving. 
 
O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
 full of mercy to all who call to you. 
Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, 
 and attend to my voice in supplication.  
(R) 
 
All the nations you have made shall 
come; they will bow down before you,  
 
 
 

O Lord, and glorify your name, for 
you are great and do marvelous deeds, 
you who alone are God.  (R) 
 
But you, O God, are compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, O Lord,  
abundant in mercy and fidelity;  
turn and take pity on me.  (R) 
                           
Second Reading: Romans 8: 26-27 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have 
revealed to little ones the mysteries of 
the kingdom. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel: Matthew: 13:24-43 
 
Communion Antiphon:  
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, 
has made a memorial of his wonders; 
he gives food to those who fear him. 

CONTACT 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time A 

19th July 2020 
(Missal page 362 or 423) 



Church Office: +27 (0)11 453 7716/7 
Church Cell: +27 (0)82 444 4665 

Email:  admin@edenvalecatholicchurch.co.za 
 

Visit our new website: 
www.stthereseedenvale.org 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
Cycle A 

 

Mass Times 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

 
No Masses until 
further notice due  
to Covid-19 

 
 
Sunday: 
 

 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Saturday: Until further notice 
 
Wednesday: Until further notice 
 

    Sacrament of Baptism: 
No baptism until further notice 
 

    Sacrament of Marriage: 
    No marriage until further notice 

Monday 20th July 
ST APOLLINARIS, Bishop & Martyr 

Tuesday 21st July 
ST LAWRENCE OF BRINDISI, priest & 

Doctor 
Wednesday 22nd July 

ST MARY MAGDALENE, feast 

Thursday 23rd July 
ST BRIDGETTE OF SWEDEN, Religious 

Friday 24th July 
SS SHARBEL MAKHLUF, Priest 

Saturday 25th July 
ST JAMES, Apostle 

 
Sunday 26th July 

17th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 

 
Please remember in your prayers, the sick, families and the special intentions of all our 
parishioners and the LITTLE EDEN COMMUNITY. Remember too those members of our 
community who have entered, or are about to enter, a religious vocation, in particular the 
priesthood. It would be a kindness to remember those suffering trauma around the world 
and all HIV/AIDS sufferers and an end to abortion. 

 
St. Thérèse Banking Details: 
 

NAME: Edenvale Catholic Church  
BANK: Standard Bank (Greenstone) 
ACCOUNT: Current Account No. 02-002-075-9 
SUBJECT: Your Name or “Collection”.  

Thank you for your kind donations 
 much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 

16th SUNDAY            Reflection on Romans 8:26-27 (the 2nd Reading) 
 

One of the fundamental aspects of Christianity is prayer. A Christian who does not pray is 
a danger to themselves, to the Christian community and to the greater community. Just as 
there are many types of prayer there are also many reasons for praying. The fundamental 
reason that prayer exits is I believe a gate way to expressing and enhancing our relationship 
with God. Any relationship that lacks communication is heading for destruction, so too if 
we fail to communicate with God we miss the opportunity to have a God encounter. 
 
One of my commonly used expressions is: “I hope this makes sense?” I say this when I try 
to express, especially something which makes sense to me from a feeling point of view. 
This would be anything which I feel deeply about or which I have experienced and it had 
an impact on me.  Trying to express felt reality is not very easy, thus in the process I find 
myself constantly repeating the phrase: ‘I hope this makes sense?’ 
 
This challenge of expression is one that I also experience in prayer and suspect that I am 
not alone in this. Sometimes what makes prayer difficult is that not only do we not know 
how to pray but we also struggle with ‘speaking’ prayer. The Apostle Paul in today’s 
reading gives us consolation, he reminds us that the Spirit speaks through our weakness in 
prayer. Our weakness in prayer may be because we do not know what to pray for, or how 
to pray, we might feel we cannot ‘speak’ prayer. Sometimes our weakness in prayer is that 
as we come to pray, we realise who is praying; our short comings block us from 
approaching God. Or it could be that we have experienced so many unanswered prayers 
that we feel discouraged. 
 
Paul encourages us that the Spirit is there for us: The Spirit prays for us, it prays in us, it 
prays through us. Because the Spirit lives in us he is able to help us pray and when we 
struggle with expression the Spirit puts our deepest needs into an understandable 
‘language’. The Spirit intercedes for us. Paul would say that the Spirit is able to hear and 
speak our language of brokenness, or sorrow and despair. The Spirit speaks our language 
of uncontrolled joy, when we are so happy and we lack words to fully express how we feel, 
the Spirit speaks that language. 
 
Paul encourages us that God the Father understands the mind of the Spirit. So our prayers 
do not remain unheard but they through the Spirit reach the ears of God. Paul says that our 
prayers are according to the will of God. This is a serious challenge because the will of 
God is so difficult to discern. Like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, the garden of despair 
and pain he prayed: ‘Let not my will but your will be done’. What he taught to his disciples 
he lived in his life; at the most crucial moment in his life he expressed the prayer: Your 
will be done on earth…” 
 
So let us not lose faith in prayer. Let us pray knowing that we pray according to the will of 
God and that the Spirit is there to help us ‘speak’ prayer.  
 
Fr Zweli Mlotshwa   O M I 

mailto:admin@edenvalecatholicchurch.co.za

