
REFLECTION 
 

Lord Jesus is this Holy Communion we are united fully with you. 
Give us the vision to understand that we have found the pearl of great price. 

May we be like the merchant in the parable 
who realised the value of the pearl and sold all he had to buy it. 

SUNDAY 26TH JULY TO SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST 
 
 

TIME DAY DATE INTENTIONS 

09h15 
am 

Sunday 
Mass being 

celebrated for: 
26th July ALL PARISHIONERS OF 

ST.THÉRÈSE EDENVALE 

07h45 
am 

Monday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

27th July CARLOS COELHO R.I.P 
ISAURA DE OLIVIERA R.I.P 

07h45 
am 

Tuesday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

28th July ASSUNTA AND PROSPERO 
ANTONIO DAMILANO 

07h45 
am 

Wednesday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

29th July POLICARPO DE CANHA 

07h45 
am 

Thursday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

30th July ALDA AND MANUEL LOPES R.I.P 

07h45 
am 

Friday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

31st July NICOLE TEXEIRA 

07h45 
am 

Saturday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

1st August HENRY KWAAS KEW  
AND MARC AU R.I.P 

09h15 
am 

Sunday 
Mass is being 
celebrated for: 

2nd August JOSE CORREIA 
CHRISTINA RODRIGUES R.I.P 

 
  

Entrance Antiphon:   God is in his holy 
place, God who unites those who dwell 
in his house; he himself gives might and 
strength to his people. 
 
First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5.7-12 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 119 
 
Response: R.   O Lord, how I love your 
law. 
 
I have said, “O Lord, my portion is to 
obey your words.” 
The law from your mouth means  
more to me than large quantities  
of silver and gold.  (R) 
 
Let your merciful love console me  
by your promise to your servant. 
Show me compassion, that I may live,  
for your law is my delight.  (R) 
 
 
 

That is why I love your commands 
more than finest gold,  
why I rule my life by your precepts,  
and hate false ways.  (R) 
 
Your decrees are wonderful indeed; 
therefore my soul obeys them. 
The unfolding of your word gives light, 
 and understanding to the simple.  (R) 
                           
Second Reading:  Romans 8: 28-30 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have 
revealed to little ones the mysteries  
of the kingdom. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel: Matthew: 13: 44-52 
 
Communion Antiphon:  
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never 
forget all his benefits. 

CONTACT 
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Church Office: +27 (0)11 453 7716/7 
Church Cell/ Liz (Editor): +27 (0)82 444 4665 
Email:  admin@edenvalecatholicchurch.co.za 
 

Visit our new website: 
www.stthereseedenvale.org 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
Cycle A 

 

Mass Times 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

 
No Masses until 
further notice due  
to Covid-19 

 
Sunday: 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
BY APPOINTMENT: Tuesday 28th July 
between 11h00 & 12h00; Thursday 
30th July between 15h00 & 16h00. 
Please Phone, WhatsApp or Email  
Liz to arrange.  
 
Wednesday: Until further notice 
 

    Sacrament of Baptism: 
No baptism until further notice 
 

    Sacrament of Marriage: 
    No marriage until further notice 

Monday 27th July 
17th Week in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday 28th July 
17th Week in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday 29th July 
ST MARTHA, memorial 

Thursday 30th July 
ST PETER  CHRYSOLOGUS,  

Bishops & Doctor 
Friday 31st July 

ST IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA,  
Priest, memorial 

Saturday 1st August 
ST ALPHONSUS LIGUORI,  

Bishops & Doctor 
Sunday 2nd August 

18th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 

 
Please remember in your prayers, the sick, families and the special intentions of all our 
parishioners and the LITTLE EDEN COMMUNITY. Remember too those members of our 
community who have entered, or are about to enter, a religious vocation, in particular the 
priesthood. It would be a kindness to remember those suffering trauma around the world 
and all HIV/AIDS sufferers and an end to abortion. 

 
St. Thérèse Banking Details: 
 

NAME: Edenvale Catholic Church  
BANK: Standard Bank (Greenstone) 
ACCOUNT: Current Account No. 02-002-075-9 
SUBJECT: Your Name or “Collection”.  

Thank you for your kind donations 
 much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 

17h SUNDAY       Reflection on Romans 8:28-30 (The Second Reading) 
 
‘All things work for good…’ As Paul speaks these words the Christian community in 
Rome is going through a tough time of persecution. Nero, the Roman Emperor at that 
time was hunting and killing many Christians, so cruel were the killings that their dead 
bodies were lit and used as lighting for the dark streets of Rome. When things are so 
bad; how can Paul say to the Roman Christians; ‘All things work for good?  
 
The Contemporary English Version translation says: ‘We know that God is always at 
work for the good of everyone who loves him.’ I use the ‘Universalis’ App for Mass 
readings and prayers and that translation uses the following words: ‘We know that by 
turning everything to their good, God co-operates with all those who love him,’ 
 
When we go through the valley of darkness, fear and anguish it seems that God has 
taken a nap that God has even forgotten about us. However these words of Paul give 
encouragement especially because they were said when he himself was going through 
a personal suffering, while in prison. ‘God co-operates…’ I find this to be a very big 
statement; many times we speak of us being the ones who are called upon to co-operate 
with God’s will, God’s design, but here Paul says that it is God who co-operates with 
us! 
 
Paul is calling on us to live a life of hope. Hope is the contradiction of life, because it 
makes us see a way when there is total darkness. This calling, this contradictory work 
of God reminds me of that great Easter hymn, the Exultant; which glories in the 
continual work of God who turns things upside down:  
 
O wonder of your humble care for us! O love, O charity beyond all telling, to ransom 
a slave you gave away your Son! O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely 
by the Death of Christ. O happy fault that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!! 
 
This is the great power of God, that changes even the darkest night into light, whereby 
we experience God’s power and presence and move on to new life. Paul continues by 
reminding us that the power of God’s work in us is that we should: ‘…become true 
images of his Son…’ This is the purpose of God’s work; it is not done in a vacuum but 
rather its ultimate end is that we become like Jesus. And how do we become like Jesus 
one may ask? To be like Jesus is to be totally committed to doing God’s will, and like 
Jesus doing the will of God might lead us to death, but there is glorification in the end. 
(Cf Philippians 2: 6-9)  
 
See the next page for The Prayer of Abandonment  
 
Fr Zweli Mlotshwa   O M I 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Abandonment – Charles de Foucauld 
 

The Prayer of Abandonment, written by Blessed Charles de Foucauld, is one of the most 
beautiful prayers of faith, trust and surrender in the Christian spiritual heritage. 
 
 

I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will. 

Whatever you may do, I thank you: 

I am ready for all, I accept all. 

Let only your will be done in me, and in all your creatures. 

I wish no more than this, O Lord. 

Into your hands I commend my soul; 

I offer it to you 

with all the love of my heart, 

for I love you, Lord, 

and so need to give myself, 

to surrender myself into your hands, 

without reserve, 

and with boundless confidence, 

for you are my Father. 
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