
COMMUNION REFLECTION 
 

Prayer is not asking things of God, but receiving what he wants to give you.  

6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of 
 

Catherine De Campo, Vittorio and Rolando Santi Laurini,  
Mario Simone and Dawn Germishuys 

 
May their soul and the souls of all the departed rest in peace 

 
The Society of St Vincent de Paul once 
again thank parishioners for continuing 
to donate by EFT during lockdown. 
 
Your generosity has enabled us to carry 
on supporting all our existing cases and 
other ad hoc cases. While the Parish was 
in lockdown and now Church attendance are strictly limited, if possible, please continue  
to contribute to the Society so that we can support the needy and homeless of our area. 
 
The Society’s bank account is as follows: Account Holder: Society of St. Vincent de Paul   
Bank: FNB: Branch Greenstone 201510   |   Account no. 54681524731   |   Reference: 
Donation - Anon or your name 
         

Entrance Antiphon:  
  Be my protector, O God, a mighty 
stronghold to save me. For you are my 
rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide 
me, for the sake of your name. 
 
First Reading: Leviticus 13: 1-2.44-46 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 32 
 
You are a hiding place for me; you 
surround me with deliverance. 
 
Blessed is he whose transgression  
is forgiven, whose sin is remitted. 
Blessed is the man to whom the  
Lord imputes no guilt, in whose  
spirit is no guile.   (R) 
 
To you I have acknowledged my sin; 
my guilt I did not hide. I said, “I will 
confess my transgression to the Lord.” 
And you have forgiven the guilt of  
my sin. And you have forgiven the 
guilt of my sin.    (R) 

 
Rejoice in the Lord, exult you just! 
Ring out your joy, all you upright of 
heart!   (R) 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 
10:31-11:1 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia 
A great prophet has risen among us, 
and God has visited his people. 
Alleluia 
 
Gospel:  Mark 1: 40-45 
 
Communion Antiphon:  
They ate and had their fill, 
and what they craved the Lord gave 
them; they were not disappointed in 
what they craved. 
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Will the readers and 
commentators please collect  

their new duty list at the back  
of the church 

 

Ash Wednesday   17th February   08h30 Mass 

 

Placing ashes on the forehead times are as follows:  
9h15 -10h00am   |  12h30pm - 13h30pm   |   17h00 - 18h30 



Church Office: +27 (0)11 453 7716/7 
Church Cell/ Liz (Editor): +27 (0)82 444 4665 
Email:  admin@edenvalecatholicchurch.co.za 

Visit our new website: 
www.stthereseedenvale.org 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
Cycle B 

 
Mass Times 
 
Monday No Mass 
Tuesday 17h30 
Wednesday 08h30 
Thursday 08h30 
Friday 17h30 
Saturday 08h00 
Saturday 
(Sunday Obligation) 17h30 
Sunday 07h00 
Sunday 09h30 
Sunday 18h00 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

    Please contact church office. 
 
    Sacrament of Baptism: 
    Please contact church office. 

 
    Sacrament of Marriage: 
    Please contact church office. 

Monday 15th February 2021 

6th Week of Ordinary Time 

Tuesday 16th February 2021 

6th Week of Ordinary Time 

Wednesday 17th February 2021 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Thursday 18th February 2021  

THURSDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 

Friday 19th February 2021 

FRIDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 

Saturday 20th February 2021  

SATURDAY AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY 

Sunday 21st February 2021 

7th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers, the sick, and the special intentions of all our parishioners and 
the LITTLE EDEN COMMUNITY. Remember too those members of our community who have 
entered, or are about to enter, a religious vocation, in particular the priesthood. It would be a 
kindness to remember those suffering trauma around the world and all HIV/AIDS sufferers, those 
suffering from COVID-19 and an end to abortion. 
 
 

St. Thérèse Banking Details: 
 

NAME: Edenvale Catholic Church  
BANK: Standard Bank (Greenstone) 
ACCOUNT: Current Account No. 02-002-075-9 
SUBJECT: Your Name or “Collection”.  
Thank you for your kind donations, much appreciated. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY 2021 
 

We continue our reflection of the story of Jesus from the perspective of Mark’s Gospel. In today’s 
reading Jesus has just left the town of Capernaum to continue his mission of proclamation of the Good 
News to other places. As Jesus is on the way a leper comes to him and begs him for healing. Leprosy 
was a serious illness in that time, it had not just physical connotations, but it also had religious ones 
too. The physical aspect was that there was great fear and misunderstanding about the contagious 
nature of the illness. Just like us today, as we struggle with a contagious illness. The religious aspect 
is that a leper was ritually unclean. So for physical and religious aspects a leper was kept away from 
the community, they lived a life of isolation, loneliness and stigmatisation. I think this all sounds too 
familiar to us today. 
 
Now when this person breaks free from their isolation and comes to Jesus, begging for help, they get 
more than they had hoped for. A leper was used to a life of abuse; if they were seen in public, people 
would run away from them, hide from them and chase them away. This is possibly the same reaction 
which the man was expecting from Jesus. However, Jesus, feels compassion for him. This is not the 
mere feeling of pity for a person, whereby we look at their condition, feel sorry for them and then move 
on with our lives. Jesus feels compassion, he shares and feels the suffering of the man. Instead of 
turning away from him in disgust Jesus goes towards him and treats him like a human being; he comes 
to him and touches him. Can you imagine how the man must have felt? Most probably he has not felt 
human touch since he got infected with this disease. Now here comes this man, this strange Rabbi, 
who not only turns him away but actually touches him. 
 
Jesus’ action of touching the man goes far beyond just mere touching. It is a sharing in the man’s 
suffering to the point that Jesus risks not just contagion but also religious uncleanness for himself. He 
risked abuse, isolation and stigmatisation. There is something about this touch from Jesus. In the 
reading last week, he touched Simon’s mother-in-law, by helping her to get up, and the fever which 
tormented her left her. Now he touches a leper and he is healed. 
 
I can imagine that the man received complete healing, complete holiness. Leprosy eats away the skin 
of a person, the face, the limbs etc. In its worse form the person loses parts of, or the whole limb. Now 
when this man is healed by Jesus it is not just partial restoration of bits of skin here and there, if he had 
lost a hand or parts of the hand, if he has lost a toe, or parts of the foot, these were restored to the 
fullness of their original form. 
 
May this be our experience of Jesus, as we come in search for healing; as we approach like the leper, 
on our knees begging and praying for restoration may we be fully restored, may we be brought back to 
our original form. Life and life experiences may have changed us, hardened us, but may the touch of 
Jesus bring us back to being the way God created us, restore us to our original form: the image of God. 
 
After the restoration of the man, Jesus sends him on mission, he sends him back into the community 
and then he does something very strange. The strange thing is that Jesus ‘sternly warns’ him not to 
mention any thing about this incident. Mark the evangelist uses the words, ‘sternly ordered him’. The 
image is that Jesus was very serious, very hard, very clear: ‘Don’t you dare tell anyone about this, or 
me. Don’t tell anyone about what I have done for you’. This is very strange; how can Jesus expect the 
man not to say anything? The man obviously disobeys Jesus and goes and tells everyone what Jesus 
has done for him. This is like the story of the man born blind: after Jesus had cured him, he too was 
told not to mention Jesus’ name, but he does not listen, he tells everyone. The man has become a 
proclaimer of Jesus power. I can imagine that he was even telling the trees and the birds about Jesus, 
I know I would. The question would be why did Jesus not want people to know what he had done? 
 
My response is that Jesus did not want the man to mention this healing because his fundamental 
mission was not the healing of lepers or anyone who was sick. His fundamental mission was to bring 
people not just to the knowledge of God, but to a deeper understanding and relationship with God. His 
fundamental mission was not the healing of the sick, but the restoration of people to be a true reflection 
of God. May we be the face of God to others, may others in their brokenness come to healing and 
restoration through our Godly participation in their lives. 

Fr Zweli OMI 

mailto:admin@edenvalecatholicchurch.co.za


  
Prayer for Time of Crisis 

 

Lord, we come to you right now during this time of crisis in our world. 

We pray for wisdom for our leaders, decision makers, and ALL people in 

our communities to make wise decisions and choices. Help us not to fear 

or panic but to be strong and courageous during times of crisis and 

uncertainty. Help us to keep our faith stronger than any fear. Fill us with 

hope, joy, and peace since you are the source of these things. Offer 

provision during our times of need. Thank you for meeting all of our 

needs according to your riches in glory in Jesus Christ. Thank you that 

we will always have what we need at the time we need it, and we will 

always have more than enough so that we can also be a blessing to, and 

share with, others. Give us eyes to see opportunity, to see the light in 

darkness, and to be a light in darkness – a city on a hill shining God’s 

love to those around us and loving our neighbours well. Show us ways 

we can serve others. Protect us from sickness and disease. Heal those 

who are sick, and heal and restore our economy as well. Make us strong 

again. Take this crisis, something meant for harm and destruction and 

turn it around for good, because you can cause all things to work together 

for good. Help us to somehow come out of this even better on the other 

side. We are submitted to you, God, so when we resist the devil he has to 

flee! You have given us authority over all of the power of the enemy, and 

we use that authority right now to bind Satan from stealing, killing and 

destroying our families and our communities. We stand in faith believing 

we have received what we have asked. In Jesus’ name. 

 

Amen 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
Body + Blood + Soul + Divinity 

 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You  
are present in the  

Most Holy Sacrament. 
 

I love You above all  
things, and I desire to  

receive You into my soul. 
 

Since I cannot at this  
moment receive You  

sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my heart. 

 
I embrace You as if You  
were already there and  

unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be  
separated from You. 

 
 

O my God, my only hope, I have placed all my trust in You,  
and I know I shall not be disappointed. (Diary, 317) 


