
Father's Christmas Message 2022 
 

Christmas remains a season of wonder and compassion.  Even now, it’s a 

season of extraordinary kindness and graciousness….of miracles. The season 

is this way all because 2000 years ago the greatest miracle of all took place 

in Bethlehem:       God became man and dwelt among us. 

The expectations for this season are high and many may feel somewhat left 

out and left behind.   Some people aren’t sure if they can sing “Joy to the 

World.”  They have problems at home in their family, or in their marriages, 

jobs and finances.  They look in the mirror and do not love what is looking 

back at them.  Maybe you have loved one who is sick or maybe God has taken 

a loved one from you at this time of year which is supposed to be joyful and 

you wonder “how can I make myself sing, Joy to the World?” 

Let me remind you that that first Christmas too, looked nothing like the pretty 

pictures we see on the Christmas cards.   That first Christmas a fatigued Joseph 

was probably in a panic looking for someplace to stay in Bethlehem, and Mary was 

probably worried, asking herself, “will my child be born in a barn?”  The shepherds 

were the lowest of low, despised and outcast.  They weren’t all clean and shiny 

when they visited the manger.   

But God still came in the midst of all that. 

Yes, right there in the midst of that fear and darkness, sin and ignorance, 

injustice and despair, boredom and doubt:   God still came! --That first 

Christmas was far from perfect, but it was close to God. 
 

"If our greatest need was for information, God would have sent an educator.  
If our greatest need was for technology, God would have sent a scientist. 
If our greatest need was for pleasure, God would have sent an entertainer. 
If our greatest need was for money, God would have sent an economist. 
But since our greatest need is for forgiveness and restoring our relationship with God... 
God sent a Saviour...a Redeemer." A friend. Befriend the Christ child, so that he 
will indeed bring you God’s choicest blessings. May we have a God filled 
Christmas time.  

ISMESI eNKONINI - JOYEUX NOEL – SIYANINQWELELELA - PEACE AND JOY 

AT CHRISTMAS - BUON NATALE 

NGOSUKU LOKUZALWA KWAYO -KHISIMUSI LERINENE - KRESEMOSE YA 

LETHABO - WESOLYCH SWIAT 

NOLLAGH SHONA DIOBH - BESTE WENSE VIR ‘N VREUGDEVOLLE KERFEES - 

FELIZ NATAL – 

JABULANI eNKOSINI -FROHE WEINACHTEN 

 

 Love, peace, and joy                                                            

 Fr Jonathan, OMI                 

 

                         

 

 

 
VIGIL MASS  - Saturday 24 December 
Missal Pages: 41 or 126; daily 112 
 
Entrance Antiphon: 
Today you will know that the Lord will 
come, and he will save us. And in the 
morning you will see his glory. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah  62:1-5 
 

Responsorial Psalm 89 
 

R: I will sing forever of your mercies,  
   O Lord. 
 

1. With my chosen one I have made a 
covenant;  
I have sworn to David my servant: 
I will establish your descendants forever 
and set up your throne through all ages. R 
 

2. How blessed the people who know your 
praise,  
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,  
who find their joy every day in your name, 
who make your justice their joyful 
acclaim. R 
 

3. He will call out to me: ‘You are my 
father,  
my God, the rock of my salvation.’ 
I will keep my faithful love for him always; 
with him my covenant shall last. R 
 
 

 

 
 
Second Reading:  Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth 
will be destroyed: the Saviour of the 
world will rule over us.          Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: Matthew  1:1-25 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and 
all flesh will see the salvation of our God. 

 

 

Communion Reflection 

Lord our God, with the birth of your 

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, your 

glory breaks on the world. As we 

celebrate his first coming, give us a 

foretaste of the joy that you will 

grant us when the fullness of his 

glory has filled the earth.1 

 

1 Copyright © 2022 Servants of the Word, source:  

dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager. 
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MIDNIGHT MASS  - Saturday 24 December 
Missal Pages: 45 or 131; daily 115 

 
Entrance Antiphon: 
The Lord said to me: You are my Son. It is I who have begotten 
you this day. 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
Responsorial Psalm: 96 
 
R: To us is born this day a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord 
 
1. O sing a new song to the Lord;  
sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord; bless his name. R 
 
2. Proclaim his salvation day by day.  
Tell among the nations his glory, 
 and his wonders among all the peoples. R 
 
3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad;  
let the sea and all within it thunder praise.  
Let the land and all it bears rejoice. R 
  
4. Then will all the trees of the wood shout for joy  
at the presence of the Lord,  
for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with justice;  
he will govern the peoples with his truth. R 
 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
I bring you good news of a great joy:  
to us is born this day a Saviour,  
Christ the Lord.  
    Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: Luke 2:10-11 
 
Communion Antiphon:     
The Word became flesh,  
and we have seen his glory. 
 
 

07h30 MASS Sunday 25 December 
Missal Pages: 49 or 136; daily 118 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
Today a light will shine on us, for the Lord is born for us: and 
he will be called Wondrous God, Prince of peace, Father of 
future ages; and his reign will be without end. 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 62:11-12 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 97 
 
R: A light will shine on us this day:  
     the Lord is born for us. 
 

1. The Lord is king, let earth rejoice, 
 the many islands be glad. 
The skies proclaim his justice;  
all peoples see his glory. R 
 

2. Light shines forth for the just one  
and joy for the upright of heart. 
Rejoice in the Lord, you just;  
to the memory of his holiness give thanks. R 
 

Second Reading:  Titus 3:4-7 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men 
with whom he is pleased. 
     Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: Luke 2:15-20 
 

Communion Antiphon:     
Rejoice, O Daughter Zion;  lift up praise, Daughter Jerusalem:  
Behold, your King will come,  
the Holy One and Saviour of the world. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

09h30 MASS Sunday 25 December 
Missal Pages: 51 or 138; daily 120 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
A child is born for us, and a son is given to us; his sceptre of 
power rests upon his shoulder, and his name will be called 
Messenger of great counsel. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 98 
 

R: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God. 
 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord 
 for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm  
have brought salvation. R 
 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;  
has shown his deliverance to the nations.  
He has remembered his merciful love  
and his truth for the house of Israel. R 
 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth;  
break forth into joyous song,  
and sing out your praise. R 
 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp  
and the sound of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn,  
raise a shout before the King, the Lord. R 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
A hallowed day has shone upon us:  
come, O nations, and adore the Lord,  
for today a great light has come down to earth.  
    Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: John 1:1-18 
 

Communion Antiphon:     
All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
 

 


