
DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
CYCLE A 

MASS TIMES 
Weekend Obligation: 

Saturday         17h00 

Sunday           07h30 ; 09h30 ; 17h00 

Weekday Masses 

Monday          08h30 

Tuesday         06h15 

Wednesday     
School Mass at  08h00 

17h30 

Thursday       08h30 

Friday  06h15  &  17h30 

Saturday 08h00 

Public Holidays       08h30 

CONFESSION: 

Thursday After morning Mass 

Saturday After morning Mass 
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS & BENEDICTION 
Will begin at 5pm every first Friday.    
Every other Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament  at 5 followed by Mass at 5.30pm. 
First Friday Mass will be celebrated at Little 
Eden every first Friday at 10am. 
First Saturday Novena to Our Lady of Fatima 
is prayed after morning Mass. 

 
 

St Thérèse Worshipping 

Community: 
 

Vision Statement: 

“To live and grow as worshipping 

community in order to walk closer 

with our Trinitarian God.” 
 

Mission Statement: 

“To engage our worshipping community 

by celebrating, renewing and sharing 

our Catholic Faith through Liturgy, 

Sacraments, education and serving our 

brothers and sisters.” 
 

MONDAY  04 DECEMBER   2023 

MONDAY 1ST WEEK OF ADVENT 
ST. JOHN DAMASCENE 

TUESDAY  05 DECEMBER  2023 

TUESDAY 1ST WEEK OF ADVENT 

WEDNESDAY  06 DECEMBER  2023 

WEDNESDAY 1ST WEEK OF ADVENT 
ST. NICHOLAS 

THURSDAY  07 DECEMBER  2023 

THURSDAY 1ST WEEK OF ADVENT 
ST. AMBROSE 

FRIDAY  08 DECEMBER  2023 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

SATURDAY 09 DECEMBER  2023 

SATURDAY 1ST WEEK OF ADVENT 
ST. JOHN DIEGO CUAUHTLATOATZIN 

SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER  2023 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
CYCLE  B 

MISSAL PAGE 440 OR 497 
DAILY MISSAL : 51 

Office hours 9am - 2pm Mon to Fri 
Only emergency calls after hours 

082-444-4665 
 

 St. Thérèse Banking Details: 
NAME: Edenvale Catholic Church  
BANK: Standard Bank Greenstone 
ACCOUNT:     02-002-075-9 
REF:   Your Name or “Collection”.  
 

Thank you for your kind donations,  
they are greatly appreciated. 
 

EFT Banking details for Mass 
Intentions/Baptisms/Weddings  
& Funerals  
NAME: OMI Edenvale 
BANK: Standard Bank  Greenstone 
ACCOUNT: 42-165-1857 
Ref: Mass or Stipend & Your Name 
 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Banking details: 
 

Account Holder: SSVP  Edenvale 

Bank:  Standard Bank Ltd 

Branch Code:    051001 

Account number:  061666904 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Entrance Antiphon   
(Cf. Ps. 25:1-3) 

 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.  
In you, I have trusted; 
let me not be put to shame. 
Nor let my enemies exult over me;  
and let none who hope in you be put to shame. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 63:16d-17; 64:1,3b-8 
 

Responsorial Psalm 80 
 

R: O God, bring us back;  
and let your face shine on us,  
and we shall be saved. 
 
1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us,  
enthroned on the cherubim,  
shine forth. Rouse up your might  
and come to save us. R 
 
2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore; 
 look down from heaven and see.  
Visit this vine and protect it,  
the vine your right hand has planted. R 
 
3. May your hand be on the man at your right 
hand,  
the son of man you have confirmed as your 
own. 
And we shall never forsake you again;  
give us life that we may call upon your name. R 
 

Second reading:  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
(Cf. Ps. 85:7) 

Alleluia! Alleluia!   
Show us your merciful love and grant us your 

salvation.             Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:  Mark 13:33-37 
 

Communion Antiphon:  (Cf. Ps. 29:10-11) 
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall 
yield its increase. 

 

Communion Reflection: 
 

Lord Jesus, fill me with gratitude for the gift of 

redemption and increase my hope and longing 

for your return again in glory. May that day 

bring joy to my heart rather than sorrow. Help 

me to serve you faithfully and to make the best 

use of my time now in the light of your coming 

again.* 

 
* copyright © 2023 Servants of the Word, source:  

dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager. 
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   3 December 2023 
  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CYCLE B  

SUNDAY MISSAL 436 
OR OLD  493 

DAILY MISSAL: 30 
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COMMUNITY 
VARIOUS INTENTIONS TO PRAY FOR: 
Our Sick - Dear Lord, in 
your great compassion 
and love, we ask you to 
lay your healing hands on 
the sick and aged of our 
parish and all our loved 
ones. 
The Unemployed - Dear Lord, we pray for 
those struggling to find employment, that 
through their hardship they will put their 
faith and trust in you. 
End to Violence – Dear Lord, we pray that 

your Holy Spirit may touch the hearts of 

those who continue to use crime and 

violence as a way of life.  
 

Pope Francis releases his prayer intention for 

the month of December 2023, and invites 

everyone to pray that people with 

disabilities may be at the centre of attention 

in our societies. 
 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of the 

recently deceased 

MELANIE STEPHENS  

JOHN ANTHONY THOMPSON. 

 

We welcome into our worshipping 

community  

MICHAEL ROTIMI 

who has been recently baptised 
 

SACRAMENTS AND PREPARATION 
COMMUNION TO THE SICK   

If you have a family 
member in the parish 
who is housebound and 
in need of Holy 
Communion, please 
contact the parish office. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BAPTISM 
 

Parents are required to attend a course of 
instruction before the baptism of their child. 
Contact the parish office to make an 
appointment.   
Please ensure that you book your baby’s 
baptism date with the office – no baptisms 
will be done  without a booking. 
 

MARRIAGE 
Couples are required to attend 
a pre-marriage course of 
instruction or an Engaged 
Encounter weekend. 

Please Contact Fr. Jonathan three to six 
months before the event. 
 

CATECHETICS 
 

Parents of children attending non-Catholic 

schools, who will be in Grade 2 or Grade 8 

in 2024, are invited to apply for a place in 

our 2024 Catechism Group.  

Please email your request to Barbara at: 

barbara@edenvalecatechism.co.za 

we have limited space so please apply now. 

   Grade 2 is the first of three compulsory 

years for your child to receive the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation in Grade 3, 

and First Holy Communion in Grade 4. 

   Grade 8 is the first of 3 compulsory years 

for your child to be confirmed in Grade 10. 
 

RCIA 

RCIA is intended to instruct in the 

Catholic Faith those adults who are seeking 

to enter into full communion with the 

Catholic Church through Baptism and/or 

Confirmation and Holy Communion.   RCIA 

is your compass to the Catholic Faith.  

Anyone not yet baptised; or baptised but 

not as a Catholic; anyone baptised as a 

Catholic who did not yet receive first 

Communion or Confirmation; fully initiated 

Catholics seeking fuller catechetical  

knowledge of their Catholic Faith; and 

anyone at all looking to learn more about 

Christianity can call the parish office to 

arrange a meeting with Fr. Jonathan. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CWL would like to thank all the parishioners 

for their wonderful support during the sale 

of Advent Wreaths and Christmas Cakes. 

Much appreciated. 
 

The ‘Little People’s’ group has closed 

for the rest of the year. It will 

reopen in 2024. Notice of exact 

opening date will be published in this 

newsletter. 

 

TODAY 
 

ADVENT THEME: CELEBRATING GOD’S 
PROMISES. 

 

1st week of Advent – we celebrate God’s 
promise of HOPE 

 
I once read the following from one of 

Henri Nouwen’s books: 

 When God makes a covenant with us, 

God says: "I will love you with an 

everlasting love. I will be faithful to you, 

even when you run away from me, reject 

me, or betray me."  

 

Advent is always a time for renewal and 

new beginnings. And what better way to 

remind ourselves this time around about 

the God who celebrates life with us. Yes 

life at times may not seem worth 

celebrating, but if we pause amidst the 

difficulty, struggles or uncertainty we will 

discover and see the God who remains 

faithful and continue to celebrate 

moments of HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and 

LOVE in our lives. 

 

A PRACTICAL NOTE: 

We so easily fall into the rhythm and 

habit of doing things over and over that 

we tend to do them out of mere formality. 

I would like us to walk this advent 

journey consciously as individuals but 

also as families and a parish community. 

Each week I will make available a 

handout to help us focus and reflect as 

individuals, families, and a community on 

our Advent journey. The hope is that as 

we reflect we will come to discover The 

GOD WHO CELEBRATES HIS 

PROMISES WITHIN OUR LIVES. 
 

The handouts as a tool will give you 

these options: 

• a reading for the day (based  
    on the theme for week rather daily 

readings) 

• a short reflection passage to ponder 
on 

• An activity for the day or week. (this 
can be done as individuals or as a 
family) 

 

* I would like to acknowledge that I have 

drawn up these reflections from several 

sources and materials. It is used with 

permission for parish formation and 

reflections and not for commercial 

purposes.   

 


