Office hours 9am - 2pm Mon to Fri
Only emergency calls after hours
082-444-4665
St. Thérése Banking Details:
NAME: Edenvale Catholic Church
BANK: Standard Bank Greenstone
ACCOUNT: 02-002-075-9
REF: Your Name or “Collection”.
Thank you for your kind donations,
they are greatly appreciated.

EFT Banking details for Mass
Intentions/Baptisms/Weddings

& Funerals

NAME: OMI Edenvale

BANK: Standard Bank Greenstone
ACCOUNT: 42-165-1857

Ref: Mass or Stipend & Your Name

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Banking details:

Account Holder: SSVP Edenvale
Bank: Standard Bank Ltd
Branch Code: 051001

Account number: 061666904

In order to keep abreast of
church activities, special Mass
times and other notifications
please join our Church WhatsApp
group by sending your request to
082-444-4665
In order to have this newsletter
emailed to you on a regular
basis, please visit our website

FIRST FRIDAY IMIASS & BENEDICTION

Will begin at 5pm every first
Friday.

Every other Friday: Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament at 5
followed by Mass at 5.30pm.
First Friday Mass will be
celebrated at Little Eden every
first Friday at 10am.

First Saturday Novena to Our
Lady of Fatima is prayed after
morning Mass.

EASTER TRIDUUM RHYTHM (14 March to 20 April)

Mass 05h45 and 08h30
Monda Stations of the
" Aprﬁ’ . 09h00 and 18h30
Confession 17h30 — 20h00
Tuesday Mass 05h45
Wednesday | Mass 05h45 and 08h00
16 April *Confession 17h30 — 18h30

*Last Chance for confession before Easter!
There is no evening Mass and no Exposition today
*Paschal Dinner in the parish hall at 19h00

Mass Chrism Mass at
Holy Cathedral 09h30
Thursday Mass of the Last 7pm
17 April Supper

Vigil at the Altar of | Following Mass to

repose 22h00

Please wear [Wzlll= clothing today
There will be no confession today

There will be a Collection of food for the poor

Stations of the 09h00

Good Cross

Friday .

18 April Solemn Service 12h00 (noon)
(Veneration of the and
Cross) 15h00

There will be no confession today
Please wear RED clothing today

A collection will be taken at all 3 services for the
upkeep of the Holy Land

Holy There is no morning Mass today
Saturday There is no confession today
19 April Vigil Mass | 18h00
Please wear COLOURFUL clothing today & tomorrow
Easter Mass 07h30
Sunda Missal page: 240 | 09h30
20 Ao Old: 316 11h15
P Daily: 432 No 5pm Mass

St Thérése Worshipping Community:
Vision Statement:

"To live and grow as worshipping community
in order to walk closer with our
Trinitarian God.”

Mission Statement:

"To engage our worshipping community by
celebrating, renewing and sharing our Catholic
Faith through Liturgy, Sacraments, education
and serving our brothers and sisters.”

Entrance Antiphon

Six days before the Passover, when the

Lord came into the city of Jerusalem,
the children ran to greet him; in their

hands they carried palm branches and
with a loud voice cried out: ‘Hosanna in

the highest! Blest are you, who have
come in your abundant mercy!’

O gates lift high your heads; grow
higher, ancient doors. Let him enter,
the King of Glory! Who is this King of

Glory? He, the Lord of hosts, He is the

King of Glory.

‘Hosanna in the highest! Blest are you,

who have come in your abundant
mercy!’

First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm 22

R: My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?

1. All who see me deride me;

they curl their lips,

they toss their heads.

“He trusted in the Lord, let him save
him: let him release him,

for in him he delights.”

2. For dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked besets me,

PALM / PASSION SUNDAY

SUNDAY MiISSAL: 119

DAILY MISSAL: 326

Isaiah 43:16-21
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They tear holes in my hands and my feet;
| can count every one of my bones.

3. They divide my clothing among them,
they cast lots for my robe.

But you O Lord, do not stay afar off;

my strength, make haste to help me!

4. | will tell of your name to my kin,

and praise you in the midst of the assembly.
“You who fear the Lord, give him praise;

all descendants of Jacob, give him glory;
revere him, all you descendants of Israel.”

Second reading: Philippians 2:6-11

Gospel Acclamation: (Philippians 2:8b-9)

Glory and praise to you, O Christ.
Christ became obedient for us unto death,
even death on a cross.
Therefore, God has highly exalted him:
and bestowed on him the name
which is above every name.
Glory and praise to you, O Christ.

Luke 22:14-23:56
(Matthew 26:42)

Gospel:
Communion Antiphon:

Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking
it, your will be done.
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COMMUNITY

VARIOUS INTENTIONS TO PRAY FOR:
*Our Sick - Dear Lord, in your great
compassion and love, we ask you to lay
your healing hands on the sick and aged of
our parish and all our loved ones.

*The Unemployed - Dear Lord, we pray for
those struggling to find employment, that
through their hardship they will put their
faith and trust in you.

*Those who are grieving: - O Lord, we call
upon You in our time of sorrow, that You
give us the strength and will to bear our
heavy burdens, while we struggle to
comprehend life's hardships.

Pope Francis’ prayer intention

APRIL 2025

For the use of the new technologies.

Let us pray that the use of the new
technologies will not replace human
relationships, will respect the dignity of the
person, and will help us face the crises of
our times..

SACRAMENTS AND PREPARATION

COMMUNION TO THE SICK

If you have a family member in the parish
who is housebound and in need of Holy
Communion, please contact the parish
office.

BAPTISM
Parents are required to attend a course of

instruction before the baptism of their child.

Please contact the parish office to make an
appointment. Please ensure that you book
your baby’s baptism date with the office.
No baptism will be done without a
booking.

MARRIAGE

Couples are required to attend a pre-
marriage course of instruction or an
Engaged Encounter weekend. Please
Contact Fr. Jonathan three to six months
before the event.

CATECHETICS

RCIA isintended to instructin the

Catholic Faith those adults who are
seeking to enter into full communion with
the Catholic Church through Baptism
and/or Confirmation. RCIA is your
compass to the Catholic Faith.

Anyone not yet baptised; or baptised but not
as a Catholic; anyone baptised as a
Catholic who has not yet received first Holy
Communion or Confirmation; fully initiated
Catholics seeking fuller catechetical
knowledge of their Catholic Faith; and
anyone at all looking to learn more about
Christianity can call the parish office to set
up a meeting with Fr. Jonathan.

**All parishioners are invited to the
CWL's annual Pascal dinner.

This is a re-enactment of the
Passover meal / last supper that Jesus
celebrated on the night before he
died.

Tickets cost R200 per person; and
will take place on Wednesday evening
of Holy Week, at 18h30 for 19h00

Please buy your tickets after any of
the Sunday Obligation Masses - space
is limited so hurry: don't miss out on
this opportunity!

This weekend is your last chance to

bui tickets!l!

STTHERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH

FUNDRAISER
Arleen- 083 785 5747, Kerry- 072 374 3659
Unathi- 083 443 7163, Louise - 071 685 1486

TODAY

Passion Sunday (reflection: Luke 22:14-23-56) Jesus, remember me!

On calvary, two ways of thinking collided. The leaders of the people mocked him: “let him save
himself, if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one” (Lk 23:35). The soldiers echoed this: “if you
are the king of the Jews, save yourself” (v. 37). Even one of the criminals crucified beside him
taunted: “are you not the Christ? Save yourself” (v. 39).

Save yourself. Take care of yourself. Think of yourself. This is the mantra of a world obsessed
with self-preservation, personal success, and power. Itisthe voice of those who crucified Christ
and a mindset still prevalent today.

Against this self-centered mentality stands Jesus, who offers himself instead of saving himself.
Jesus speaks only three times in this Gospel passage, but never in his own defence. Instead, he
prays to the Father and offers mercy to the repentant thief. His words, “Father, forgive them”
(v. 34), embody the very heart of his mission.

At such a time of excruciating pain, when our natural instinct would be to cry out in agony or
anger, Jesus chose to forgive his killers. His love remained unbroken, his forgiveness
unwavering. This is the God we believe in. Let us gaze upon the crucified Christ. From his
wounds, forgiveness flows. From his suffering, love triumphs.

On the cross, Jesus fulfilled his most challenging commandment. We often dwell on past
wounds, feeding resentment. Jesus invites us to break this cycle: to react to the nails in our
lives with love and to respond to hatred with forgiveness.

Do we follow Christ’s example, or do we seek retaliation? This is the question we must ask
ourselves.

If we want to know whether we truly belong to Christ, we must examine how we treat those
who have wronged us. Jesus did not just ask for his persecutors' forgiveness; he also explained
why: “for they know not what they do” (v. 34).Despite their premeditated cruelty, he saw their
ignorance. He continues to act as our advocate, seeking mercy for us rather than
condemnation.

Sin is often born of ignorance. When we turn to violence, we forget God’s love and the dignity
of others. We see this tragic ignorance in the horrors of mothers, grieving for their children, in
displaced refugees, in abandoned elderly, in young people robbed of a future or addicted to
drugs, in soldiers sent to kill their own brothers and sisters. Christ is crucified again and again
in our world today.

Yet, amid this darkness, one man responded to Christ’s mercy: the repentant thief. Seeing
Jesus’ forgiveness, he dared to hope and asked: “Jesus, remember me” (Lk 23:42). Jesus replied
with unimaginable grace: “today you will be with me in paradise” (v. 43). In his final moments
the thief found new life. This is the power of God’s forgiveness.

As we journey through holy week, let us embrace the certainty that no sin is beyond God’s
mercy. He never tires of forgiving; we are the ones who tire of asking. With Jesus, there is
always hope. With him, it is never too late. In Christ, we can always begin anew.

Let us take courage and walk toward Easter with hearts open to his forgiveness. For even now,
Jesus intercedes for us before the Father (cf. Heb 7:25), ever repeating: “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.”

May we do the same, in silence, in our hearts, and in our lives.



